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PREFACE. 


Il manquerait quelque chose A ce 
des statistiques n’était_corrigée pa 
gratitude, a I'adresse de tant de collabor 
qui, depuis quatre années, avec cette 
maitresses qualités de la race britannique, nous 
énergies morales et physiques, de leurs dons matériels, et toujours 
de leur dévouement, Des que nous avons fait appel & la générosit 
publique, nous avons trouvé, et dans quelle mesure, une assistance 
cordiale, efficace et prolon A cété d’un personnel de plusieurs 
milliers de volontaires ch; eurs d’automobiles, _ infirmiers. 


infirmiéres, civils auxiliaires qui se sont aussit6t présentés, nous 


avons pu constituer & Londres méme, des bureaux directeurs 


ot d'autres volontaires travaillaient nuit et jour, sans autre 


récompense que le sentiment de devoir accompli 


Grace & V'appui 
de notre Président d'honneur, l'Ambassadeur de France, Monsieur 
Paul Cambon, grace & celui de nombreux  souscripteurs, 
nous avons multiplié les voitures d’ambulance, les hdpitaux, les 
cantines; les salles de réunion, afin d’assurer le réconfort matériel 
et moral de nos soldats. La nation Anglaise qui s’est levée 

tout entiére, pour aider la nation soeur, a prouvé non seu 

les inépuisables ressources de sa vitalité, mais encore et surtout 
la solidarité qui nous unit. Blessés et rapatriés 


’ francais 
n'oublieront jamais ce qu'ils doivent & la Grande 


Bretagne, ils 
Vexprimeront dans leurs pritres et I'apprendront a leurs enfants. 


INTRODUCTION 


f the French Red Cross has 

has been of such a kind that 
Committee Meetings an 

om the outset, the 

Executive on a business basis. 

y n of the continually 


s remained for formal reports; 


copies being kept 
ycial transactions booked in a 

vugh supervised by the Auditors. 
Historical. ee Societies in France which 
sin been affiliated under the title of La Croix 
Rov ngaise, 1 Secours aux  Blessés 
Assoc Dames Frangaises and l'Union des 
Fe A Committe: of the latter was formed in 
London some time before the war, but at the outbreak of hostili- 
tics this London ttee was met with a widespread desire to 
help in the work of tending the French sick and wounded, who 
so far outnumbered those of our own forces, the latter being fully 
ped with a permanent medical service proportionate to their 
mbers. A large amount of useful emergency work was done 
during t r 1s of the war, but the ladies forming the 
Committee felt that the organisation should be put on a more 
permanent bas therefore, placed the whole question 
in the hands of nch Ambassador. His Excellency forth- 
with accepted the honorary presidency and founded the London 
Committee of the French Red Cross in November, 1914. Her 
Majesty Quen Alexandra and a number of distinguished ladies 
joined the Honorary Committee, while la Vicomtesse L. de la 
Panouse, wife of the French Military Attaché, was appointed by 
His Excellency as acting president, with authority to appoint and 
direct an Executive to organise and supervise all offers of help 
received by nch Embassy in London for philanthropic war 
work in Fr with discretionary powers to appeal for support 


and develop this work as necessity should arise. 


The Needs of France.-—While it is undo btedly true that 
the French Army Medical Service 


the permanent officers of ; 
seriously under-estimated the actual scope of their forthcoming 
work and thus left much to be improvised which should perhaps 
have been foreseen, the pre-war organisation of the Croix Rouge 
in France was on a scale which is not generally appreciated in 


this country. Initiated before the war of ” t campaign 
gave life to the movement; in 1914 there were few large towns 
S'hich had not their definitely constituted committees under one 
or other of the three soc ieties with partially trained voluntary 
nurses, equipment of beds, etc. ‘Thus, in spite of the few nurs- 
i Nuns now available, a town such as Reims, within two or 
thre days of the order to mobilise, had ready som two 
thousand beds in public and other buildings with a medical and 
nursing staff, to supplement the military hospitals. The number 
of wounded to be dealt with far exceeded any estimate and much 
equipment was lost in the early retreat; the industrial centres, 
from which would have been drawn many of the supplies for the 
medical and other war services had been cut off; so, from the 
first, France in no small measure, has had to depend upon ou 
side help. In this supplementary service, Britain, with her 
Empire overseas, has borne a great and honor able part, creating 
‘an endurable intimacy between the two peoples. In the ever- 
changing phases of this enterprise the British Committee of the 
French Red Cross has met and solved almost unbelievable 
ariety of problems. In fact, the record of the daily transactions 
of the different departments would form a romance full of ne w and 
unexpected situations, an epitome of generosity and sacrifice, a 
treatise in itself on the hidden treasures of human nature 

Resources.—Though many generous and spontaneous gifts 
were received, it was soon felt necessary to inform the public of 
the needs and of the channel through which their freew ill offerings 
could pass nd be efficiently administered in the name of Britain 
for the benefit of France Notices were according] published 
and small advertisements inserted in the Press. The response 
was such as to lead to an organised National appeal which, with 
the title of ‘* France’s Day,” in four years has been a national 
and, indeed, an inte national, event, and forms a whole section in 
this report. Gifts in kind—dressings, clothing, or ambu- 
lances, x-ray cars, dental ambulances and even complete hospitals 
equipped and maintained—though not easily assess: ible probably 
greatly exceed in value the contributions of money, generous 
though they have been. 


Principles.—All these resources would, however, have been 
inadequate but for the guiding principles established from the first 
by the Présidente and followed by the whole organisation through- 
out its career: First, that full scope should be given to voluntary 
work and to the personal payment of living and sundry expenses, 
Thus though a proportion of professional staff is essential, the 
constant weekly drain of wages and maintenance allowances has 
been kept within narrow limits; secondly, that appeals for help 
should be carefully investigated and help given only direct to 
individuals or formations cither under the Committee's control or 
of known integrity and efficiency. In this the cause has greatly 
benefitted from its Anglo-French Constitution, for it would be 
difficult for any English person to possess the instinct and know- 
ledge of France, her special needs and her idiocyncrasies which 
the Présidente has brought to bear in the administration. 

Methods.—Work by Departments in close touch with th 
Présidente and with one another; the whole organisation super- 
vised by the Director-General ; business methods at headquarters 
and in units overseas; close supervision of expenditure; skilled 
and detailed accountancy ; and, above all, intimate union with, and 
loyal support from organisers and workers abroad, have been the 
foundation of the Committee's system. 

Scope.—To help those who have suffered from the war ia 
France, has been the Committee's aim. The Geneva Conven- 
tion prescribed strict limitations to protect the Red Cross from 
abuse on the battlefield. ‘These restrictions have not prevented 
the French Red Cross from refreshing weary soldiers in its 
canteens, helping civilian refugees from the battle areas, prisoners 
of war and other war sufferers. The British Committee, to keep 
within the letter of the law, raised special funds for these and 
other services, which they soon recognised as essential parts of 
their great International mission. As the need grew beyond the 
bounds of these funds, support was asked in the ‘ France's 
Day” and other appeals made in 1918 for these activities of the 
Committee, in addition to its work for sick and wounded soldiers. 

Executive.—The detailed reports of the various Depari- 
ments are evidence of the efficient management which has led to 
the growth of the undertaking. Only by complete devotion ‘o 
duty, long hours and continued effort could such results have been 
attained. The Directeurs des Services and helpers are volunteers, 
loyally aided by typists and other professional workers who ha 
laboured for the cause with salaries often much below the prevail- 
ing rates. 
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Conclusion.—The thanks of the British members of our PRESIDENTES OFFICE 
community are cordial the many indiv off 
the French Army, the French officials, the memb . past and present, in the office of Madame Ia 
Rouge Frangaise and the staff of French 
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But the task is not yet fully accomplished 
ceased, its aftermath calls for reaping. The hoi 
tute, the widows and the orphans, the maimed and Sparks 
nerve-shattered and tuberculous from war’: and exposure 
still need us. As it has toiled in the war so w sh Com- 


ss Marguerite Lepine, Miss A 
mittee and its faithful workers spend another full year tow . Lep Miss M 


the relief of all this misery till there is not a man, woman or child Edmund. 


in France who has not felt or realised the meaning of British love 
and British sympathy. 


THE ENQUIRY ROOM. 


Past Helpers: Miss E. M. Larkin, Miss Elsie B. Hales, 
Mrs. Mansfield, Mrs. B. Whittaker 


Present Helper: Miss Ruxton 


In this room all preliminary enquiries are answered and the 
questioners introduced to the right department. There is a con- 
stant stream of workers and would-be workers, all day. Nurses 
ind V.A.D.'s wait to see the Matron, and, if passed by her, 
they return to the waiting room to fill in their Anglo-French 
certificate and passport before going to the Head of the Passport 
Section. The women of the First Aid Yeomanry Corps come in 
‘on leave or require papers to go to France; ladies come about 
canteen work; men and women of the War Victims Relief Com- 
mittee enter in bands of four or five on their way to their units, 
while men for the various Motor Convoys are scen and passed on 
to the Ambulance Section. There are commercial travellers 
advertising a special line of goods, beds, clothes, boots, paint, 
drugs, etc., who are handed over to the Purchasing Department. 
Many persons come with questions as to sending parcels to 
France and enquiries as to delayed delivery ; anxious enquiries 
made concerning missing English soldiers supposed to be ly 
ill in a French hospital; enquiries from French sol ; 
their ‘‘ colis de Nécl,”’ enquiries which go on from months before 

ristmas and months after. Last year the enquiries aver 


jo to 50 a day, some being easy to deal with, others t 


half an hour, owing often to reluctance or 
return a clear answer to necessary questions. 

of the work, it may be added that, since the beginning of March, 
1916, nearly 13,000 persons have passed thro e Enquiry 


Room. 


PASSPORT DEPARTMENT. 


Head : Philip A. Wilkins. 
Helper: Miss C. Devenish. 


Present Clerical Staff: Miss Dorothy Milner, Miss Thorold, Miss 
Barwell. 


Past Clerical Staff: Mrs. Strickland, Miss M. J. O'Reilly. 


At the commencement of war, before the Authorities put 
into force the various systems subsequently inaugurated for pre 
venting ‘ undesirables’ from crossing to France, all that was 
required was a passport, easily obtained on payment of a fee. 
Later on, however, organisation took charge, and it was decided 
that no one should cross to France to work in a French Hospital 
unless furnished with a certificate issued by the Anglo-French 
Committee. This Committee was formed in January, 1915, 
und issued certificates to its own applicants after references as to 
loyalty and capacity had been duly investigated, also on the 
applic the London Committee of the French Red Cross, 
the only other authorised channel through which people could 
French hospitals, or work in any French formation. 

January 1st, 1918, the French Red Cross, by then 
designated the British Com of the French Red Cross, took 
over the Anglo-French Committee entirely and, in addition to the 
personnel which went to France through its own organisation, 
dealt with who had previously gone through the Anglo- 
nite. What this means will be seen later when 

showing the numbers who pass through the 


and receive the various necessary papers and 


time to time more and more stringent regulations 
n imposed by the Authorities in order that no loophole 
might be left thr which anyone of doubtful character, 


parentage or disloyalty should have the opportunity of under- 


mining the wonderful efforts which France was putting forth to 


bring this war to a conclusion. 


The conditions imposed are 
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berths on the steamer at Southampton. 
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All this is necessary for those going to France for the first 
time, but it must be remembered that, as we have sent several 


thousands over gr 


applicant 


actual z 
so each week brings at number home on 


4 
teave, and the preparation of the necessary return papers is 
almost as much as at first. The papers are prepared and kept 
ready so that the worker may return at a moment's notice if 
telegraphed for, which often occurs if a rush of work arrives at @ NURSING DEPARTMENT. 
hospital. The Anglo-French certificate is given up at the port of * 
arrival and forwarded to the French Red Cross. The arrival is 

aoted in books which record every outward and inward journey Head: Miss Roberts. 

across the Channel and every hospital at which the holder has rappeaiies = 
worked. The certificate often Bae vole changed for a new one, Present Clerical Staff: Miss Trenner. 
as the holder may have been transferred to a different hospital or 
formation. New railway passes and half-fare vouchers must be 
prepared for the return journey, the Leave Paper put in order, That taalorok selecting, Nun 
the two forms for the Visa de Passport again filled up, the those going from here are often ignorant of the 1 

Military Authorities or the Ministry of National Service must customs and innocently give offence or bexii ane naes and 
again (in the case of men) be notified and applied to for the healthy Genesee bach nec ierahic Nae Tee hysical 


Past Clerical Staff: Miss T. Coleman, 


Past Head: Miss M. Foster. 


s is especially difficult, for 


und disheartened. A close 
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with the request that they be rene wed and prepared by a certain Matron of the Anglo-French Committee, Mrs. 
date. These must be acknowledged and instructions written as who held that post with distinction until the 
to what photographs and other matters are required, French Committce on the first of Janu: 
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alone, nearly 12,000 people have passed through the hands of this Rrecch Red: Cross 


and the Anglo-French Committee and, since January, 1918, it Thicke vere; suweven Baten: : Ah 
; ver, a number of hospitals in which the 


has had to deal with all those home on leave who went out before Committee was especiall 


interested, and the nurses fo 
tthat date through the Anglo-French Committee, and now hive ich, h receiving the ne eee cane the nurses for 
to be dealt with by the French Red Cross eae glo-French 

Altogether, nearly 12,000 certificates have been entered at: pala Ue an 
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and recorded in the books with the journeys to and from France fact, son ho would have the preli haa Scpartineat if 
‘of the holders; these details occupy 2,600 folios. A bir ¢ preliminary interview with the 
f the holders; these details occupy 2,600 folios. 1 hedianlunectROa Te OE 

many who thought th 
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Mrs. H 
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ence as Matron at Fort Mahon Hospital 
the work 


of enthusiasm 
i Dressings 
1916, Miss 
after gaining exper’- 


successfully managed 
until the end of 1916. 


In January, 1917, neither Mrs. Watson nor Miss Foster 

were able to undertake the work for the combined French Rec 
Anglo-French Committees. The Committee has been 

Matron Miss E. M 


Cross and 
fortunate in being able to appoint as Chief 
Roberts who, trained at St. Thomas’ Hospital, held among other 
posts, that of Lady Superintendent of the Nurses Co-operation, 
ind, since the War, selecting Matron at St. John’s Gate and 
with the British Red Cross at 83, Pall Mall, and for one year 
Matron of King Albert’s Belgian Hospital. h ds and 
duties of both Committees being concentrated has 


proved to be in every way a success 


1916.—All through the year, ossing the 
Channel in answer to urgent appeals. They went both to the 
Anglo-French and to French Hospitals, where the skill of British 
nurses has been greatly appreciated. In September, there came 
from far Australia a generous gift from the Red C 


many of whom are still doing 


trained nurses and a masseuse, till doit 
ich Hospitals. Besides Nurses and War 


admirable work in Fr 
Probationers, V.A.D.'s and Canteen workers were setting out 
asing numbers, and the Committee 


pei work in France 


arranged for their journey and for their 


1917.—During this year an increasing number of ladies 


ing to work independently in hospitals passed through the 
office 
Numerous French hospitals were added to the list of those 
needing help. Several of the Anglo-French were closed down, 
but the staff was allocated among other hospitals or went home 
to rest and to be ready for another call 
‘The supply of trained nurses who could afford to give free 
ler and smaller as the war went on, so some 


iddition to expenses 


service became st 
were given a small salary in 

1918.—This year, up to November 11th, shows no decrease 
b The Matron has inter- 


in the numbers of those anxious to work 


viewed some 1,345 applicants. 


Our own hospitals in the South of France have never been 


so busy, those at Mentone and Béziers particularly so, as they 
receive wounded straight from the Front. The Australian Unit 
is somewhat smaller, being reduced to 13, owing to the pare 
able returning home of some of the nurses. Many trained 


nurses and V.A.D.’s have been sent to hospitals in different parts 


of France. 


THE FRENCH FLAG NURSING CORPS, 


The French Flag Nursing Corps was established in 1914 
to provide a band of certificated British nurses for service in 
French Military Hospitals, and was under the authority of the 
French War Office, which financed it in part until, having won the 
approval and confidence of the Service de Santé in France, the 
British Committee of the French Red Cross, included the Corps 
as a Department of its work in April, 1917, financing it as a gift 
to France 

The Corps work through a Committee with Madame la 
Vicomtesse de la Panouse as President; Mrs. R. D. Murray as 
Chairman; Mrs. Bedford Fenwick, Treasurer; Miss I. Hutchin- 
son, Secretary and Doctors J. Dundas Grant and R. Murray 
Leslie as Medical Advisors. Miss Grace Ellison was Directrice 
in France from the formation of the Corps until the end of 1917, 
when her health broke down; Miss E. J. Haswell then became 
Matron of the Paris Office of the British Committee, 


Some 250 thoroughly trained Sisters have been associated 
with the Corps during the four years of war, 40 of whom are now 
in their fourth or fifth year of service. During the past year the 
Sisters have been attached in Units to the various military ambu 
lances, just behind the French lines, and have been most actively 
engaged, often under fire. Shelled out of one centre, they have 
retreated with shells bursting around, and again advanced with 
the troops as the chances of war necessitated their gallant 
services. Two members have ved the Croix de Guerre, and 
many others the Medaille des Epidemis for work in contagious 
disease hospitals, and on numerous occasions Sisters have been 
mentioned in despatches and have received the thanks of high 
military officials. 

The Sisters have also worked at the base, and have had 

of the nursing at large military hospitals at Caen and 
Lisieux, also at a number of smaller hospitals, where their 
services won universal appreciation, and the medical officers could 
not sufficiently admire their skill and devotion to duty. Since the 


the Matron in France has been informed 


d the F.F.N.C 


sign the Armistice 1 
at the Ministry that the Service de Santé has found 
the most satisfactory ill the nurses, English, French 


American, and, should any of them care to re ; 
too pleased to place them 


in on after the 
Signing of Peace, they would be only 
i t Several Units have 
jn their various formations. Several Units 1 
forward to Germany with the Army of Occupation to care for t 
sick and deal with accidents. Their admiration for the dauntless 


patients, who are most 


already go" 


nad 
Poilu is apparently reciprocated by th 


grateful, and the nurses look forward with regret to the time 


when they will sever the association and retuy Englanc 


CANTEEN DEPARTMENT. 


n Schoenfe 


B. Rosenjeld, Miss Grace Ower, 


Desmarquoy 


ched for help in the early 
Desmarquy, President of the 
had founded soon after 
title of the ** Ocuvre ” indicates plainly 
its object was. The first intention was to serve hot coffee 
soldi as the avelled through railway stations; the 
made urther development by instituting the 
suppl sick soldiers in ** Dépéts 
food more suitable to their state of 

nish the “* Ordinaire.”” 


The help asked for was granted immediately, and parties of 
lies were formed ‘nt out to work Canteens under 


uspices of the London Comm the “ Ocuvre ” putting its 


rganisation at the disposal of the Committee. 


talled at Hazebrouck Railway Station 

Fet ; n parties followed, be located to 
Depét d’Eclopés,”” P. 

As nts of soldiers at railway stations were being 

eater extent by other organisations, 

n was paid the ‘* Oeuvre” to developing the 

nes de Régime,”’ in ** Depots d’Eclopés,”” without neglect- 

he work in the railway stations, so, by the end of rors we 

d 14 canteens working, hed to ‘* Depéts d‘Eclopés,"* 


Depots ¢ * and railway stations. 


20 


1916 saw a large increase, 30 new posts being started 
during the year, and in 1917, 36—one of them in the recover 
part of Alsace, at Wesserling, while that same year we added 
new feature by opening canteens at ‘* Foyers de Cantonnements. 


New posts have further increased, 32 other Canteens having 


been inaugurated, so that we have thus started 114 posts in all 

Several of them have been closed or transferred owing 
military exigencies. When the Germans attempted to pus! 
through the Rheims-Soissons district towards Paris last May about 
20 of our Canteens had to be evacuated, most of them being 
destroyed and plundered by the enemy considerable 
financial loss in equipment, stores and buildin ear 
hoping to re-open these either on their old sites or in other local 
ties where the military authorities may consider they will prove 
more useful, 


At first most of our posts were in the North of France 
in the neighbourhood of Paris; but, as the British troops gr 
ally extended their lines in a Southerly direction, our Ca 
followed the French Army and at present the great majorit 
them run East of Par Als in two lines, the uppe 
one passing approximately through Meaux, Dormans 
Vitry-le-Frangois, Bar-le-Duc, Verdun; the lower one thro 
Fontainebleau, Troyes, St. Dizier, Neufchateau, Nancy, Remire- 
mont, Belfort, Wesserling (in Alsace). At the same time we have 
installed ourselves in the South of F t Ment 
Tarascon 


A “Depot d’Eclopés "is a Military Depot where 
soldiers are sent for a few weeks’ rest 


Depots d'Isolés "" ** d’Equipment,” or * Rétablis 
Military Dep6ts where men pass through in view of being 
drafted to their regiments or being re-equipped. The ay 
these dep6ts is very short, a day or two, often less, rarely more. 

Foyers" are attached to untonnements "” where a 
“ Armée au répos"’ is sent to res! men being billeted in the 
villages in the country sid 


Except at ‘ Depéts d’Eclopés, no cooking is done as a 
rule; refreshments such as coffee, soup, cocoa, etc., are served; 


biscuits, jam, sweets and other dainties (chief among them being 
English cigarettes and tobacco) are also distributed. Wherever 
possible, Recreation Rooms are started, where the men can sit 


and read, smoke, play games, write letters, in a word, have a 
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taste of home. No self-respecting Canteen n exist without at 


least one gramaphone! In several cases cinemas contribute to 
the enjoyment of the “ Poilus,” as also the entertainments and 
concerts organised wherever possible by our Cantec 

Up to the Winter 


the men. Acting on 


pners. 
of 1917 everything was given free to 
the instructions of the French Military 


make in several of our posts a small charge 
for coffee and other refreshments. . 


Authorities we now 


We have started within the last months a few 


‘ Railway 
Station Restaurants 


that are run on an important scale, where 


officers and soldiers can obtain at very reasonable rates a substan- 
tial and wholesome meal 


To show how important these Restaurants have become, 
mention may be made of one where a staff is required, compris- 
ing 
12 canteeners (including a French lady who super- 
ntends more especially the French Staff), 
} cashiers 
ies 
2 cooks 
1o servants. 
Part 
English Dire 
the Milit 


under the direct control of the 
her portions being under the orders of 


When our first Canteens were set in movement, and for a 
long time afterwards, our Canteeners not only 
personal expenses, but contrib 


maintenance of their 


paid their own 
ed in a large measure towards the 
respective posts. Of late the Committee, 
he considerable numbers of workers required, reduced 
private incomes and the higher cost of liv 


vene in bearing either wholly or partially 


owing to 


has had to inter- 
, the expenses of a much 
higher percent ens and of the Canteen workers. 


s availabl 


helpers 
helpers 


until Iate April, when 18 were evacuated, 
mber 11th 


We have received the ready and invaluable assistan 
sf the Scottish Women’s Hospitals for 


the Edinburgh Committee 
and of the Oxford Women Students 


Home and Foreign Service 
Society for Women’s Suffrage, which two societies have eat 
two Canteens, unfortunatel 
They have 


ain as soon as it is known where 


undertaken to operate and staff 
numbered among the posts evacuated last May. 
promised to give us their help ag 
the French Military Authoritizs wish fresh posts to be started 


At the request of the Women’s Emergency Canteens, 27 
Upper Baker Street, N.W.1., their various Canteens in France 


have been placed under th tee, so we ¢ 
thus co-operate with th nore practical way than previous 
We studying a scheme for starting ‘* Cantines 
Roulantes," that is, Mobile Canteens, which will have their bases 


in close proximity to the fig I from 


means of motor lorries spe idapted 


ments straight to the men 19 and from 


The services this new Organisation will render 
soldiers ure too obvious to require any description 


The undoubted succ Canteens is due t 


various causes 
he organisation and develupmen' 

of the Comité Britannique: the help and sympat 

the French Military Authorities—help and sympathy shown 
so many different ways marked by intel ne 
initiative and devot 1 Harold Cobb, M. Léon 
Desmarquoy and othe 
“Oeuvre de la Goutt 


Canteen workers. 


Among: th almos' the Fre 


officers and soldie whon nteeners I worked ; 


ready assistance always availabl «ppreciation of the e 
and encouragemen 


by 


of our Canteeners, a source of 
easily estimated, while the results obtained 
the way of propaganda, and of bringing Fr 
ever closer communion, are inestimable the one side, 
Canteeners, who, at personal inconve expense 
given us their services, have learned to know th 
“ Poilu ; to admire and love h his pluck, pat 
fulness, delicacy and courage. Our colleagues on 

have brought back this impression, which will never be obliterated 


and have imparted it with whom they c 


The many ways in which our countrywomen interest them- 
selves in the welfare of their guests are too numerous to be 
described here in detail. 

Besides distributing refreshments, food, etc., _ the 
Canteeners give the soldiers gifts of cigarettes, socks, mittens, 
shirts and innumerable other articles, provided either at their own 
expense or supplied by the British Committee. They care for the 
* Poilus t the Canteens feeling unwell or suffering 
from sore feet and various ailments not sufficiently serious to en- 
tail being placed on the sick list. They give lessons in English, 
the course continuing, after the departure of the pupils, by 
correspondence. Letter writing to the soldiers takes up much 
time. The answers received are expressed sometimes in perfect 
French, sometimes in phonetic spelling that requires the missive 
being read aloud so as to get the sound, on account of the 
peculiar orthography—but all breathing a deep spirit of warm 
gratitude. The knowledge of French adds to the efficiency of a 

us well as to enjoyment of the work, the soldiers 
better than to meet “ Une Dame Anglaise,” 
who will listen sympathetically while he talks to her of his wife 
1 he may not have seen or heard of since the 
e war, if he hails from that part of France in the 
occupation of the enem 

During the evacuation of the Rheims-Soissons district last 
May, our Canteeners in most cases fought rear-guard actions; 
mat t posts in time only to escape capture 
The nt through bombing, shelling, gassing; had to hide in 

protection from the machine guns of German aviators 
h flew low over the roads on which the workers travelled in 
maginable kind of vehicle. But the Canteeners showed as 

Juck and grit in danger as they had shown charm and 

g less strenuous times. It is true that some of 
ed in localities in France to which the German flying 

had paid most unwelcome attention. 
h side the French soldier recognises that our 
ake a saer n leaving their comfortable homes and 
dings, often to live in discomfort, sometimes under 

‘ous conditions, so that his own life may be relieved of its 

tony and made brighter and pleasanter. Whatever a 
pinion may be before he visits a canteen, he leaves 
dmiration and respect for our countrywomen. He 
iates perhaps the moral, even more than the material 


benefits derived from the work done on his behalf. 
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The officers (from Generals downwards) are also far from 
niggardly in their praise, and are always prepared to help as far 
as lies in their power. 

May I give two examples of the French soldier’s ser 
ments? 

It was at a Railway station Canteen, the Directrice was 
alone in the hut making preparations for the next ‘* Départ.”” A 
young ‘' Poilu’? was standing outside, after having visited the 
Canteen; a fresh arrival appeared on the scene and saw the in- 
scription over the door. ‘Tiens, je connais cela; c'est une 
Cantine des Dames Anglaises. A la bonne heure!"" ‘* C'est plus 
que cela, c'est une petite maison du Bon Dieu,’ replied his 
comrade. 

The other scene was at a ‘* Depot de Permissionnaires "* 
attached to an important Military Railway Station, The night 
train had just come in and the Canteen was full of men. One old 
fellow, talking to the Directrice, told her he had encountered the 
“Dames Anglaises ”’ on several occasions, at this place and again 
at that. 

‘Ah, Monsieur,’? she remarked, ‘‘ les Dames Angl: 
sont partout."” 


‘Oui, Madame,"’ he answered quickly, ‘‘et je suis s@r 


que nous les trouverons en Paradis!" 


To which pious sentiment we very reverently and very 
sincerely say ‘‘ Amen!" 


AUTOMOBILE DEPARTMENT. 


Head: T. B. Ble 
Past Head: R. Carlyon Britton 
Helpers : Rupert Simpson, A. Parker-Cater, C. L, Whittard. 


Clerical Staff: Miss Alles. 


Prompted by the desire to show their admiration for France 
in tangible form, m motorists and others have offered this 
Committee either their cars or personal service as drivers, or of 
both, and it has been our constant care to see these offers have 
been put wise use, a task which involves a considerable 


amount of detail wo? 


In the cas: in offer of personal service, the suitability 
of the applicant has to be enquired into; certain papers prepared ; 
his application for appropriate duty made, and the conditions of 
service drawn up. These steps having been taken, the now 
accepted driver, having obtained his kit and uniform, passes the 
required driving and mechanical tests, and, being inoculated, is 
handed his personal credentials, which have, in the meantime, 
been prepared in another Department. He then obtains the neces- 
sary visa of the British and French authorities and leaves for his 
post abroad, already arranged for him. The procedure in donat- 
ing a car is somewhat the same. It is inspected and reported 


upon. Assumi fit service, all necessary alterations ot 


repairs are made. The question of allotment is next considered, 
and, where necessary, a driver appointed and conditions of service 
drawn up. When reported ready for the road, the Customs and 
transport papers are prepared, transport arranged for, the car 
photographed and despatched to its destination 
One of the most urgent needs in the early months of the 
war was the amplification of the existing ambulance service 
engaged in collect id bringing back into safety the wounded 


from the Front. 
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Ambulance Convoys. 

This Committee has now four such Units with British men 
drivers under its control, three in France and one on the Balkan 
front. In the spring of 1918 it took unde wing the French 
Sections of the First Aid Nursing Yeomanry Corps, of which 
Mrs. McDoug 
Secretary, in our London Office. 


Ii is the titular Chief, and Miss G. Anderson 


With the exception of the mechanics, all the drivers, men 
and women, are yolunteers. They receive the ordi rations of 
privates from the French Army. In S.S.A. 20, a sustenance 
allowance is made by the Scottish Red Cross; in the Balkan 
Convoy kit, travelling expenses and sustenance allowance are 
found by the Committe, In all other cases the drivers provide 
their own kit and repay the sundry expenses 

From 1914 to Noyember 11th, 1918, about umbulances 


and cars have been sent to France and the 


S.S.A. 20 (Scottish Convoy No 


Towards the end of 1915 
by the Scottish Branch of the Bri 
B.F 


ranch has been untiring 


Committee, and Mr. R. J, Smith, 


c 
B 


mobile Service of t cottish 
promoting the interests of the French Convoys. The Con 
I’Ecosse had always been under the command of Mr. (now 
George Middleton, ably seconded by Mr. J. W, He 
official name is Section Sanitaire Anglaise No and, in the 
beginning comprised 16 ambulances, a lorry, a workshop 
a staff car with a personnel of volunteer drivers, aged from 
to 64, to whom were attached the usual French aides 

Within half an hour of reach 


bourg the Convoy began hard service, whic 


points on the Fre ynt, notably at Laval, and du 
offensive at Maisc Champagne, where the drive 

great bravery and devotion, and again at Nererin, under t 
conditions, 

Early in 1916 the Section was brought up to full strength 
by the addition of six more ambulances. 

Through the long months of evacuation work behind 
lines and in numerous battles in which the division has 
engaged, through summer heat and winter wet and cold, thes¢ 
British volunteers have ‘‘carried on.” Particularly in the 


retreats towards Amiens, in March, 1918, and, er, from the 


Aisne to the Marne, near Rheims on the west, this Convoy ex- 
perienced to the utmost the trials of those dark days. Although 
left without a French officer in command, the Unit never failed, 
and received citations and the congratulations and thanks of the 
French High Command. Through the bitter fighting of the late 
summer and autumn in the neighbourhood of Reims, Section 20 
never rested, thereby earning fresh laurels. They were in the 
thick of the fray until November 11th, the Armistice found them 
war worn but triumphant, in the region of Asfield, their division 
almost wiped out with seven months’ incessant fighting 
Where all have responded to every call, it is only possible 
make a bare record that Drivers Robert Gidley, William Lee, 
Rooper and Hugh F. Maleomson have paid the supreme 
and to mention Driver S. W. Hallam who, shot through 
with a wounded man sitting by him, killed by the same 
t, drove back between the French and German lines and 
delivered his precious freight to a hospital seven kilometres back. 
Mechanic F. B. McArthur sustained permanent injury from a 
fractured leg. 
In 1916 the cars cover:d 163,200 kilometres and carried 
In 1917 res and 16,253 cases. 
1918 till the end « 43,934 kilometres were covered 
ried 


4,584 kilometres and 56,320 men carried 


Groupement Croix Rouge (Scottish Convoy No. 2) 
The first Brit driv rking under this 
ere attached to a French section, joining that Unit with 
November, 1914. Their numbers were supplemented 
ind invaluable services were rendered during 
around La Boiselle and, later on, at Amiens, where 
tached to the great exacuation hospital. 
1915, more ambulances and ers becoming 
w Unit was formed for service in Flanders, styled 
Sanitaire Croix Rouge 3, under the joint command of 
e de Kerveguen and Mr. George Middleton, the Unit 
nned by voluntary British and French drivers in about 
Headquarters at Bourbourg. It served 
Dunkerque, Cassel, Boudecote, Gravelines, 
Guzcoote «# istrict generally At the end of 1915 Mr 


George Middleton and several of the British drivers withdrew to 


form the nucleus of the new Scottish Convoy S.S.A. 20. 
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In June, 1916, the French drivers and some of the 
ambulances were withdrawn and the name of the formation was 
changed to Groupement Croix Rouge, and placed under the com- 
mand of an Englishmen, Mr. (now Lieut.) Adam Brown, who has 
held the post ever since. During the remainder of the year the 
Section served the Bonsinghe Sector with headquarters at Rous- 
brugge, near Dunkerque, being present during the formidable 
attack (gas) on August 8th, when it did splendid work under 
adverse conditions. Subsequently, in 1917, it was charged with 
the Service de la Place at Dunkerque, during which time the 
** Bulow circus "” executed a series of air raids on a large scale 


March saw the Unit at Nieuport, until this line was tak 
over by the British forces in June, when the Convoy returned to 
its old headquarters at Rousbrugge 

In August, 1917, the old ambulances of the Unit given by 
kind friends in England and Scotland were replaced by new ones, 
on G.M.C. chassis, a gift of the Scottish Coal Owners and the 
National Union of Scottish Mine Workers, through the Scottish 
Branch of the Dennis Bayley Fund of the British Red Cross and 
Order of St. John. 


Serious work with the new cars began in September, when 
six cars were sent to the front line in support of the Sections 
attached to the divisions attacking at Merkem and Staenstrac 
The other cars remained at Rousbrugge for the evacuation of the 
hospital. In December, 1917, the French Sector was moved again 
to the Nieuport area and the Convoy followed the Hépital 
Mobile No. 1 back to its old site at Oosthoek, near Furnes. Six 
cars continued to do front line work at Nieuport while the others 
were employed on hospital evacuation 

In the middle of February, 1918, the hospital at Oosthoek 
closed, and the Convoy went into rest billets at Zuydecoote and 
afterwards at Dunkerque and, during this time, a Wolseley 
Workshop was added to the Convoy. After six weeks’ rest up to 
the 23rd April, 1918, the Convoy joined the Hépital d’Evacuation 
at Arneke, near Casse 

No figures are available till Lieut. Adam Brown took « 
mand, when from the September to the December of 1917 an 
aggregate of 22,490 kilometres were covered and 1,654 wounded 
transported. From January to June, 1918, the ambulances ran 
47,047 kilometres and 4,883 wounded were transported. 

In October, 1918, Groupment C.R. was merged in 
S.S.A. 10. 
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Convoy S.S.A. 10. 


In response to an appeal to car owners to offer their cars 
and their services to the French Army, another Convoy was 
formed by the Committee in July, 1915, with Mr. D. 
Oliver in command until, in July, 1917, he resigned to take a com- 
mission in H.M. Forces. 


At first stationed on the Picardy Front, Section Sanitaire 
Anglaise No. 10 was soon moved eastward, and, in March, 1916, 
it was the first foreign Convoy at Verdun during the fury of the 
great attack. After such work, refitting was necessary, and 
wis decided to replace the tourist chassis on which the or 
ambulances were mounted, with 21 G.M.C, Ambulances, ten of 
which were a gift to this Committee from the British Farmers 
Red Cross Fund. 


Then followed for the Convoy a period of service in the 


Argonne Forest until August, 1916, when they returned to Verdun 
and were present at the re-taking of Thiaumont Farm. Soon 
after the Unit returned to the Argonne Forest, serving’ the 
Vaucois Sector, and, subsquently returning yet again to Verdun. 
In July, 1917, on the retirement of Mr. D. L. Oliver, under whom 
the Conyoy, from small beginnings, had become one of the crack 
Units of the whole French ambulance service, Mr. A. M. King 
was promoted to the on his return to England, in 
December, 1917, Mr. (now Lieut.) Hannay succeeded him. 

The Committee and the drivers of S.S.A. 10 are much in- 
debted to Lieut. A. Klingelhoefer, the French lieutenant who, 
since 1916, has been attached to the Section. In recognition of 
his services H.M. King George awarded to him the Military Medal 
in 1918. 

rom January 1st, 1918, the maintenance of the onVvoy 
Was generously undertaken by the Dennis Bayley Miners Fund for 

nsport of Wounded, by whom a fine new workshop car, on a 

Mbion chassis, was sent out in April, 1918. 


F December, 1917, the Section was stationed at la 
-aux-Bois in the Argonne, working with the 6oth division 

1 front line sector. No serious fighting took place, but there 
was constant artillery activity. Several drivers when up at the 
posts were affected by gas from shells. In two cases they were 
off work for a fortnight. Then, up to April oth, the Convoy 


changed its location nine times, these months representing much 


hardship owing to night work, bad quarters and no quarters at all. 


After being ‘“‘en répos"? at Marseille-en-Beauvais from 
May 6th to May 24th, they were moved to Conty, the service 
being from two forward posts down to that place and evacuation 


from Conty to various hospitals at considerable distanc 
In October, 1918, owing to the diminished fumber of 

donors and the worn state of the cars of S.S.A. 10, Groupement 

Croix Rouge was joined to With Lieutenant A. A. Har 

in command and Lieutenant Adam Brown as second, 


cipated in the victorious advan: in Flanders, « worthy 


tion of the splendid work of these two Units: 
carried during 1918 was 14,021, of whom 1, 
Grange-aux-Bois and 2,306 at Conty. The milea 


On the application of the Committee, through Gener 
Vicomte de la Panouse, H.M. Army Council granted honorar 
ommissions as full lieutenants to Messrs. Adam Brown, Geo 
Middleton and A, A. Hannay while in command of thes‘ 
convoys. 


Balkan Convoy (S.S.A. 10). 


In February, 1917, a complete Unit, consisting 


three-stretcher ambulances, a staff touring car rkshop car 
was sent 


with a personnel of 28 voluntary drivers and mechanics 
Major 


out to Macedonia to work with the French army vu 
W. L. Lyon Clark as O.C. All these cars and the 
gift of Sir Lucas Ralli, Bart 
After an eventful voyage they arrived 
3rd March and proceeded up country almost 
first the convoy was split into two portions, we 
at Florina and Slivitza, but, later, the Unit was whol 
trated at Slivitza, Captain A. Struan Robertson succeeded to 


command in May, 1917, and, in July, 1917, four nces, 


two light lorries and a draft of 20 new drivers were 
ed. This 


latter to replace those whose term of service had ex 
nd has 


Convoy continues rendering most excellent service 
received the valuable help and unscinted praise of Colonel Fitz- 
Patrick, the British Red Cross Commissioner at Salonik 
drivers have also greatly benefitted {rom the facilities given for 
their journeys to and from England by the B.R.C.S., under whose 


identity card they travel and work. 


From 1917 on, in spite of abnormal conditions, the Convoy 


has always won through, and has gone on when other Convoys 


deemed it advisable to hold back. When the whole of the Unit 
moved into Albania (Kenitza), the first 17 kilometres of the road 
went over the famous Pesoderi Pass, some 7,500 feet high. The 
gradient was difficult, as it rises about 7,500 feet in 11 kilometres. 
The extreme narrowness of the road, the traffic, coupled with an 
ibsolutely frozen surface, rendered ascent very difficult. The road 
was absolutely frozen and the Convoy were the only ones to ascend 
the hill. It took five hours the next day to make 10 kilometres. 
In March, 1917, Kenitza was bombarded. Bombs dropped near 
the workshop car and nine were killed, but the drivers, cars and 
tents escaped. On the 27th of March snow again blocked the road 
nd the cars were lost for two days, but dug out eventually and the 
surney resumed. There was no food except bully beef and 
biscuits, and the roads, for 50 kilometres were absolutely devoid 
of help, and du ¢ night, the wolves were very troublesome: 
picket parties found good sport. When the work laid down by 


French Head Quarters was practically completed, the Convoy 


be attached to the 156 Division of Infantry, which 


1s granted. However difficult the roads, any orders given were 

always carried out, and, in returning, the empty cars were loaded 

with medical stores or food. In June, 1918, no less than four of 

ie were given the Croix de Guerre for bravery in service 

t gives some idea of the work done when it is learnt that 

even during the first six months of 1918, 2,702 men were eva ated 
ind some 70,644 kilometres covered by the cars. 


THE FIRST AID NURSING YEOMANRY 
CORPS, 


The F.A.N.Y. Corps was organised in 1909 by Mr 
Edward Baker, its objective to assist the R.A.M.C. in war time, 
its training following roughly that given to R.A.M.C. Orderlies. 
Working first for the Belgians, these Units were, later, gladly 
accepted by the British and French 

At Port & Binson, in January, 1917, the Corps was asked 
to staff the Hépital Auxiliaire No. 76 in connection with the 
S.S.B.M., a 200-bed hospital. They provided the greater part 
of the equipment, motor ambulances, drivers, nurses, etc., and 
later on, an X Ray installation, the gift of the British Committee 
of the French Red Cross. 

At Amiens, in August, 1917, 4 Motor Ambulance Convoy 
(Unit 6) undertook the transport of French wounded ; this convoy 
was later transferred to Chateau Thierry, while, at Epernay, in 
November, 1917, Unit 7 started work for the French Army. A 
Canteen taken over by two of Unit 1a 
began by having about 20 men and ended with 200. One Sunday 


t Fismes this same year 


there were 500. Being near the Chemin-des-Dames the Canteen 
was lustily bombarded 

All these good works were carried out under the auspices 
of this Committee, but it had now become evident that the work 
of the French Section could be carried out more satisfactorily if 
working under this Committee, so, in May, 1918, it 
that they should be maintained by and work in affiliation with i 

At the begins 1918 this French Section, working in 
France, was represented by 

Unit 1, staffing Hopital Auxiliaire No. 76, to which it sup- 
plied 4 trained Sisters, 16 F.A.N.Y. Nurses and 4 Drivers. The 
Sisters were paid by the F.A.N.Y. Corps, who also provided cars 
and a 100-bed equipment. This hospital was handed back to the 
S.S.B.M. in February, 1918, as they stated they had many of 


their own nurses lacking posts 


Unit 6 was first at Amiens, then at Chateau Thierry, and is 
now at Bar-le-Duc forming S.S.Y. 4, with 20 drivers and 20 
Delahaye cars belonging to the French Army. 


The Censor, in every case, deletes the numbers carried, but, 
once recently, from May 26th to June 3rd, 1918, the F.A.N.Y. 
had almost more than they could do and worked from 20 to 30 
hours at a spell, carring 2 1, and, from June to 


November 4940 wounded, cover 5198. kilometres. 


Unit 10 is at St. Dizier and has 5 cars and 5 drivers 
Units 6 and 10 form S.S.Y. 4. Unit 11 has only just been started, 
and is at Vitry-le-Francois with 5 drivers and § cars. Units 7 


9 and 11 now form S.S.Y. 


Unit 7 is at Epernay with 10 drivers and cars, the cars 

French Army. Forced to evacuate the town on 
the adv of the Germans, they went first ‘en répos”’ to 
Connantre and, later, to Sézanne, but are now back again in the 


town, 


During the German advance on the Marne, Unit 7, who 
in this region, proved 
Corps. All 
when the O.C, was desired to recommend some for distinction, 
she found it very difficult to choose. This Unit had finally to 
ibandon its base, and, after evacuating all the hospitals in the 
hbouring district, it went into rest at a small town further 
then to work again at Sézanne, and were shifted back to 
base in September 
Unit 9 was at Chalons with 15 drivers and 15 French cars 
1 camion and a Humber ambulance have also 
he brunt of the work during the A 
Miss Fraser, was on 
torpedo burst ‘ont of her ambulance, 
and severely wounding Miss Fraser. In 
uwled 200 yards to a hospital to bring help to 
in her car, and refused to have her own wounds 
men had been brought in and their wounds 
eset neral Gouraud decorated her in hospital with the 


Légion d'Honneur he Croix de Guerre with palm leaf; he 


hown on the screen at the Cinema, 


ad her photograph t 
P g' 


new Unit, equipped and 
» made a brave show in 


34 
Hyde Park before M. Cambon and our Présidente. There were 
25 drivers, 3 cooks and 3 British mechanics, as the personnel of 
20 G.M.C. cars and 1 Renault ambulance, 1 workshop car 
and 1 lorry. The money for the Renault was the result 
of lectures delivered by Miss Lewis on the F.A.N.Y. work. 
hey were ready to start, but had assembled for the Amb 


sadorial benediction before starting, and to enjoy a farewell lunch 
at the Présidentes house. Miss Lewis was in command of the 
Unit, and she explained the features of the Convoy to his 
Excellency, while he, in turn, expressed his deep appreciation of 
all the F.A.N.Y.s had done for France 

This Unit, attached to the French Army as S.S.Y.5, was 
sent first to Troyes, where it no sooner arrived than it was over- 
whelmed with work, 48 hours on duty being quite a common 
event. In spite of bad quarters and an outbreak of influenza, 
S.S.Y. 5 carried 9,743 wounded over 39,721 kilometres. This is 
a fine record, more especially as, for many e drivers, this was 
their first experience in active service, so they were not hardened 
to roughing it. 

Early in November it replaced S.S.Y t Chalons, the 
latter section moving up wi} al Gourand's army 

In October, 1918, another semi-section was started: 
S.S.Y. 6, at Pontoise. It was to consist of 10 three-stretcher 
Ford ambulances, 3 of which had been taken over by their drivers 
at the beginning of the month. Shortly after this section arrived 
the Auto-chirurigical No. 7, to which it was attached, was dis- 
<banded, so the section was subsequently withdrawn 

There are about 350 members on the Roll, some 200 of 
whom are serving in France and many of whom have seen four 
years of active service. 

The work of the Secretary for the Allies and Headquarters 
is mostly for the French and Belgian Units. She has to inter- 
view all drivers, nurses and women orderlies and instruct them 
how to proceed. The B ian Convoy at Calais works as much 
for the French wounded as the Belgian, jal arrangement 
having been made between the French and Belgian authorities 
and Mrs. McDougall, organising officer of the Corps. 


THE DENTAL AMBULANCES. 


A very few months after the war began the authorities 
recognised that thousands of soldiers were often rendered unfit on 
account of faulty mouths. Soldiers with toothache cannot be 
spared from their posts for sufficient time to visit a base hospital 


or any other place where they can receive treatment, except at 


the hands of r own M.C.'s, and these have not often the 


necessary instruments 


In the autumn of 1915 Mr. Parker-Cater, L.D.S., R.C.S. 
Eng., was asked to design, equip and organise two dental motor 
ambulances. The funds for one were provided by Miss Kathleen 
Woodburne, of Leeds, to celebrate her coming of age, and the 
second by a few Glasgow Shipping Merchants, while the chief 
dental firms and druggists in London generously contributed their 
various specialities; in fact, everything for doing first class work 

The personnel attached to each consisted of two fully- 
qualified dental surgeons who had working knowledge of French, 
and a chauffeur mechanic. There was room in the van for all 
three to work at the same time, At first the French authorities 
were a little puzzled how to class these new arrivals, but the 
difficulty was overcome by ‘ militarizing '? them and bestowing 
the rank of ‘‘ medecin-aide-major, ire classe” with the usual 
messing and billet’ng allowance. They also gave Mr. Parker- 
Cater the honorary rank of First Lieutenant in the French Army. 

When ready, the two cars were sent off to the various 
sectors in the French lines, being given their itineraries by the 
othcers in command. 

Letters from the surgeon dentists in charge tell that the 
larger part of the work is done at the “rest camps,” though 
frequent halts are made at villages near the firing line, and a steady 
stream of suffering patients visit the vans all day, an admiring 
audience of soldiers gathering round when the work can be done 
in the open. 


Messrs. Robinson and Templeton in charge of Dental Unit 
1, and Messrs. Samuels and G: dsby commanding Dental Unit 2, 


of soldiers treated and a 


send in detailed reports giving number 
list. of repairs, such as extractions, fillings, plates made, et 


The proportions of work consist of two-thirds ex ons and one- 


third conservations, with an average of one new vulcanite denture 
a day. 
The Director of Ambulanc s the reconstructive work 


has increased to such an extent that they have been obliged to 


get permission from French Army Headquarters to establish a 
* Centre de Prothése,”’ and have built a lar room for the 
four mechanics. 

The Director of Ambulance 2 writes that, owin, 
generous supply of dental mater iven by the Fre 
Cross, the soldiers have had the best of conservs 
dentures. The aim has been not only to cure i 
but to put the mouth thoroughly in order. The 
work of this Ambulance up to the end of June, 
done in Flanders, it being attached successively to the 36th Army 
Corps, the 36th Army Corps and the Detachment « du 
Nord. The Heads write We have always been treated 


splendidly by all ranks, and I think our work is appreciated.”” 


has been 


jes Armées ¢ 


The number of soldiers treated by Unit 1 during 1916 


months’ time was 1,036; in 1917, 5,1733 in 1918, 4,140 (up 
November rth). Unit No. 2 reports for the three months of 
1916, 1,489 cases; in 191 


ber rith). 


; in 1918, up to Novem- 


An offer was m J Thimble 
Fund, of a Dental Ambulance, and th all the 
expense. Profiting by previous experie {r ker-C 


designed and equipped Van No. 3 with remarkable ingenu 
Built by the Cunard Motor & Carriage Co., Ltd., and equipped 
with every appliance of don dental sur ambulance 


was inspected by H.M. King 
shipped to France in May, 191 
the French Army 


eorge at Buckin ‘alace, and 


3, and placed a disposal of 


PHARMACY DEPARTMENT. 


Head: Mrs. Hugh Playfair. 


Present Helpers: Mlle. Oriane de la Panouse, Miss Terry, 
Mrs. Baddam-Whetham 


Past Helpers: Mrs. George Yardley, Miss Medlycott, Miss 
Playfair, Miss Devinesh, Mrs. F. Playfair, Dr. W. Gordon. 


macy Department began work immediately on the 
jation of this Committee, in November, 1914, and in those 
hand-to-mouth days, who would have dared to foretell the long 
years which were to sce this Branch, in common with other depart- 
established as a smooth-running and almost essential part 

nch medical service Finance was a difficult problem 


and consult s with the Clothing Department to 


arrange which of th 
ent. Could 
that the oth 
dint of great contri uch help was given to hospitals having 


© many indispensable things should not be 
hospital so badly blankets go without, 


© needing instruments might be supplied? By 


big influxes of “ grands blessés.”” We remember one of our 
messengers . . mong the nurses over a case of 
instruments, cs: “almost as if these had been 
Christmas presents.’ © Hospital Supply Depdts all over 
in, ar I nmittee is so indebted, were 

just settling on a firm basis, and it was a question of begging 
friends. One fund existed—Lady Coghill’s Anwsthetic 
which is administered by this Committee, and still pays for 
‘oform, etc., sent to French hospitals. But our Com 
was becoming known all over France; Military as well as 
ross Hospitals se appeals, and the generosity of the 


1 public was forthec 


F g to enable us to supply things most 


required, so, besides the regular supply of drugs and 

iments, x ray apparatus, mechanical chairs, special 

apparatu he treatment of long-standing wounds, baths, ward 
tables, hot food wagons, etc., were sent 

The activities of the Committee do not end in France 

Salonika has had an Ambulance mobile '’ almost entirely 
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equipped, besides surgical requisities sent to her hospital 
much has been supplied to Dressing Stations in the trenches. 
Algerian and Tunisian hospitals aiso have had their share, and 
ships plying between Salonika and Toulon with wounded have 
received invalid foods, and everything that could help to lessea 
the hardships of the sick when travelling. 


The accompanying statistics give an idea of the activities 
this Department: 


From 1914 to November 11th, 1918, we sent out 


Antiseptics gallons 
Analgesics doses 
Anvesthetics 

Rubber Cushion 

Gauze 

Instruments 

Morphia and Opium 

Quinine 

Hypodermic Syringes 

Thermometers 

Cotton Wo 

Rubber Sheeting 

Rubber Gloves 

Bandages 


Crutches 


The War Hospital Supply Depéts have sent us invaluable 
gifts, and to each Depét and every worker thanks are fully given 
1s well as to private individuals without whose generosity our 
work would have been stayed. Not only have we received fine 
bales of dressings, but questions were asked as to particular needs, 
and bandages and dressings made to special requirements, which, 
of course, meant extra care and patience. 


The Colonies, always open-handed, responded splendidly 
Australia and Canada have helped in 
many ways; the tinned food and fruit sent by the former are still 
gratefully remembered in many hospitals throughout France. At 
the time of the Verdun offensive, when hospitals were overflowing 
with casualties, our greatest benefactor, the British Red Cross 
Society, and the Order of St. John made us a princely gift of the 
instruments and all things of which we were most in need. 


to the needs of the French 


The work of the Society became every day better known to 
doctors at the Front in charge of the Ambulances, Auto-Chirur- 
gicales and Field Hospitals. Demands from them increased 
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monthly: there were 878 to this Department alone in the first six 


months of 1918; of these 247 came from Military (Service de 


anté) hospitals, 15 


address being Secteur 


Bénévole hospitals. 
treatment of tuberculosis, and these rely 
hly supply of special medicines for 

We also send out a great many 

es, loto, puzzles; these proving a 

1 tedious convalescence 

a letter came from 


ulance up at the , which said 


Having heard f the 


my Ambulance Auto-Chi 


We have treated about 


from ambulances up at the Front, their only. 
. and 479 from Red Cross, Mixte or 
Among the latter are hospitals for the special 


upon us to send them 2x 
such cases. 

ames—draughts, chess, 
reat help in cheering up 


the Médécin-Chef of an 


inexhaustible kindness y 
not hesitate to ask yo 


urgicale, which was started 


‘a thousand wounded, but, up 


have received neither money nor gifts, and our 


extreme. We particularly 


pyjamas, bed 


need thermometers, drugs, 
shirts, handkerchiefs, and 


Such needs are always met, and most grateful letters are received, 


enabled to render 


g an account of the continued service doctors and nurses are 
h our timely aid 


CLOTHING & COMFORTS DEPARTMENT 


Present Head: Mrs. Angus Faulk 
Past Head: Comtesse de Saint Seine 


Present Helpers: Madame Denduyt s. Leveson, Madame 
Picard, Mrs. Hayman, Mr il McClure, Mr 
Hankinson, Miss Gnoss Mi 
Cobb, Mrs. Hooper 


Past Helpers: Madame Senech 
Madame Duz, Ml 
Preedy, Mrs. Stevens 
Cugnet, Mlle. Baume 


Mile. Giubaut, Madan 
Present Clerical Staff: Miss Osbori 


Past Clerical Staff: Mlle. Simone I 


This Departme 
ber, 1914, und © supervision 
Seine, who devoted all her time 
she left London in April, 1916. 
The duties have been great! 
the lady assistants have alv s bee 
have two “ s¢ances "’ per « 
afternoon, with an average 
the regular helpers number about 1 
every day, wh , 
attend some days eact k. An express titude 
is due to the Staff Baling-up "’ Department, from whom 
we have always met with the utmost cor if and assistance 
Our work consists mainly ir 
(1) Unpacking, che sorting and properly storing the 
various articles of clothing, etc., confided to our care. These 
particulars include only what has been packed under our immediate 


care and no not comprise any packing done by other Departments 


4x 
2) Carrying out the requisitions received by our Présidente 
from the French Hospitals and other organisations working for 
French soldiers in many parts of the world 
This entails checking the requisitions with a view to avoid 


overlapp re-packing the goods re ioned, and handing 
them over, with full particulars 


nature, quantities and 


destination, to the Department putting them into 


bales for exportation 
figures given include particulars of deliveries made by 
this Department up to date to civilians and to the sanatorium 
established by our Society at mbitres, in favour of refugees in 
ill health arriving from those parts of Fr still in the occupa 
© enem 


have, needless to say, to attend to a certain amount 


keeping : the riven are approximate. 
Our Society purchases a large proportion of the gifts sent 
The prices paid by us serve as a basis 
outside gifts in cases where the donors 
of their presents. When the value 


we enter this value in our accounts. 


Hospitals from December 1st, 1914 


November 30th, 1918. 


117,041 
113 
84,805 
18,102 
18,303 
8,714 
2,991 
287,617 


1,343 


Towels 

Dusters 

Table Napkins 

Knitting wool (1 

Flannel and Woollen Materials (Yards 
Flannelette (Yards) 

Calico and Cotton Materials (Yard 
Cardigans and Waistcoat 

Treasure Ba; 

Chest Protec 
Bedspreads and 
Washing Square 


Machine 


Value £162,855 13s. 
Various articles of haberdashery and 


sent out. 


Clothing sent to Civilians from 
November 30th, 1918 


Blankets 


Sheets (Pairs) 


Bedcovers and Quiltet 

Towels 

Dusters and Cl 

Aprons 

Table Napkins and 
Handkerchiefs 

Washing Squares 

Treasure Bags 

Serge and Dress Materials (Yards 
Flannel (Yards) 

Flannelette (Yards) 

Calico and Cotton Materials (Yards) 
Knitting Wool (Ibs.) 

Sundries 


Haberdashery 


year 


Men's Clothing, Underwear and Boots 


al per 


Womer hing, Underwear and Boot 
Children’s Clothing, Underwear and Box 
Old Clothing, Number of Bales 


Value £9224 18s. 34. 


pour M 


L’OUVROIR. 


Head ; Madame Duche. 


Helpers ; Work Parties 


In the early days of the war, several French ladies living 
in London organised an Ouvroir, to work for our hospitals and 
our wounded. 


Their first place of meeting was at the Hor Female 


French Teachers at Lanca: Gate. Later our Présiden’ 


ofiered her drawing rooms, and for several weeks the Working 
Parties took place at her house. It has since found a commodi- 
ous home in the offices of the Comité : 9, and 


now, 3, Knightsbrid; 


The Ouvroir, which has about 100 members, some of wh 


hree times a week, Mondays, Wednesdays 


work at e, mects 
and Fridays in the afternoons, from 2 to 6 in summer and from 


2 to 5.30 in winter. 


There are several sewing machines, th h had bee 
hired from Messrs. Singer, but thanks to monthly payments pr 


vided from the funds, are now the property of the Ouv 


The special object is to make pre nd useful garment 


which it would be difficult and more costly to buy ready made. 


In order to make use of all the remnants of material, warm 
bedspreads, flannel banda m ions of different sizes 


are made from these. 


All the materials are furnished to the Ouvroir by the Red 


Cross; the cottons, buttons, etc., which represent a fairly con- 


siderable sum, are bought with the result of a weekly collection 
made among the members. Gifts and lotteries from time to time 
help to meet supplementary expenses, such as letter paper, account 


books, carriage of parcels, etc., 
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Production of the Ouvroir from January, 1915 to 
November, 1918. 

lannel bel Pillow slips 
Flannel waistcoat Bed covers (from odd piece 
Bed jacke Mittens 
Sheets (hemmed) Cushi 
Yperation shirts Little treasure bags 
Socks Handkerchiefs 
Nurses Babies’ diapers 
Dressin Linen bags 
Felt slippers Swabs 

ndage Turkish towels 


1917 1918 to November 11th 


8654 8941 
Total—37,438 ar 
Also several small articles in lesser quantities. 
Outworkers. 

As British workrooms have been established throughout 
country under the Director-General of Voluntary Organiza- 
and have supplied g quantities of clothing, etc., no 
wide effort in this direction has besn made by the Committee, 
though an Outworkers’ Department has been in existence since 
those who kind red to make garments from 
Up to November rth, 
1918, 19,766 garments have been the result of the efforts made ; 
12,465 of these were Ealing Work Party—a part 
whic ssl c adustry and whose membership 


1915, fo! 
ial supplied from this Comm 


increased to 59 in 1918 
of Poilus. 


anch of our work was organised in 


March, 1917, in order to give some relief to the wives of the 


Poilus in England. Of course, only a limited number can be 
allowed to do this work, and those who are found to be in real 
need of pecuniary aid are recommended to the Committee by the 
Dames Visiteuses du Comité d’Assistance. The wives are sup- 
plied with all material, so there is no expense to them, and they 
can make 10s. or more a week, which small amount is appreciated 
very much by them all. ; 

The number of shirts completed from the beginning of 


March, 1917, to November 11th, 1918, has been 13,920. 


WORK OF THE VOLUNTARY 
ORGANISATIONS. 


Since the inception of the Army Council’s scheme for the 
co-ordination of voluntary efforts on behalf of the British troops 
with the Allies, the Director-General of Voluntary Organisations, 
created in September, 1915, supplied to our ally, France, very 
large quantities of gifts of all kinds to rest camps and hospitals 
through this Committee and the French War Emergency Fund 


Up to the 11th November, 1918, 3,743 consignments hac 
thus been sent, representing a splendid accumulation of articles of 
all kinds, specially made with a view to the real needs of the 
French, It can be imagined that the work in providing these gifts 
has been heavy, and that the value of consignments amounts to 

large sum. Practically every request which has been received 
from France has been met in full. The War Hospital Supply 
Depots now number 61, and those in the country and provinces 
got. A full list of the Depéts which have sent goods to French 
Hospitals will be found in the Appendix. 


Colonel Sir Edward W. D, Ward, K.C.B., the Director- 
General, has had a difficult task to carry through, but all has 
been done with remarkable smoothness, and we, as a Committee, 
owe much to the ever-ready cor rtesy and consideration of his 
Department and to the devoted labours of the workers in the 


Depéts throughout the Kingdom. 


PAQUETAGE DU SOLDAT, 


Head: Miss Bishop. 


Present Helpers: Mule de Limon, Madame de Layer, Mrs. 
Wilkins, Mrs. McComaghey, Mrs. Williams 


Past Helpers: Mlle Pontlevoy, Mules Seillier, Mile Sicard, Miss 
Dunbar, Mrs. Stacey, Mrs. We 


Limon 


ige du Soldat was formed at the end of the year 


1914 to send Christmas parcels to the French soldiers from 


London who had been called to the Front. An appeal for contri- 
butions to this object brought a speedy response in the form of 
woollen comforts, cigarettes, food, dalicacies, etc., of which gifts 
each of these brave men received his share, dispatched to him in 
a kit bag, which also contained warm underclothing—a total 
number of 1,600 kit bags in all, up to the end of 1914 


From that time letters asking for parcels to be sent to 
them, began to flow in from men unable to obtain any help from 
their families who were living in the invaded Provinces. The 
number of these letters has gone on steadily increasing up to the 
present day; and to all requests a response has been made. 


From January, 1915, most valuable gifts of warm woollen 
clothing, arriving at regular intervals, have been received from 
the Franco-Australian League of Help, Sydney; these, however, 
ceased in the month of August, 1917 

Private parcels from individuals are forwarded to their 
friends at the Front by the ‘* Croix-Rouge,” and, as these parcels 
are seldom packed according to regulations, the repacking in 
canvas and labelling is done by the workers of the ‘' Paquetage 
du Soldat.” 

Previous to the establishment of the Prisoners of War 
Department at No. 3, Knightsbridge, 2,785 parcels were sent to 


the prisoners of war by the ‘‘ Paquetage du Soldat.” 
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The bestowal of the kit bags is not restricted to soldiers 
coming from the invaded parts only. All fighting men who have 
asked for assistance have had their requests granted, and, in cer- 
tain cases, French sailors guarding the Channel have received 
warm clothing. 

The total number of kit bags sent out from the beginning 
has bzen 43,111, containing 471,000 articles, such as shirts, socks, 
ans, handkerchiefs, writing paper, razors, 


soap, chocolate and ambulance cases, 800 being from the 


vests, pants, 


Paquetage du Soldat (sent before the establishment of the 
Prisoners of War Department at No. 3, Knightsbridgs) and 1,885 


being the gifts of individuals to friends imprisoned in Germany. 


PRISONERS OF WAR DEPARTME 


Head : T. S. C. Lee 
Helpers : E. Cronier, Mdme. A. Colle 


Present Clerical Staff : Mrs. Sloane Richards, Miss I. F. V. Inge, 


Mrs. D. L. Gamlen. 


Past Clerical Staff: Mrs. M. Bryan, Mrs. A. Coombes, Miss J. 


Dalglish 


The Prisoners of War Department of the French Red 
Cross was opened in March, 1917, in order to control the send- 
ing of parcels of food, clothing, tobacco, etc., from England to 
French prisoners in enemy countries. 

As soon as the work of the Central Prisoners of War 
Committee gulating parcels for British prisoners of war was 

erly established, it was decided to adopt similar measures for 
prisoners of other allied nations. Our Committee was then asked 
to take charge of the handling of all parcels for French 
prisoners. They had already been acting as a medium for the 
transmission of a limited number of parcels to prisoners from 
their friends in England and had also been sending free parcels 
of both food and clothing to certain prisoners whose cases had 
been specially recommended. 


The standard food parcels which have been supplied by the 
Department cost 5s. each, and weighed from 5 Ibs. to 7 Ibs. If a 
donor preferred to send out a special parcel of his own selection 
he could obtain a permit from the Department. This enabled 
him to make his purchases at any one of certain authorised shops 
where certificated packers were employed. This shop then 


packed the parcel and sent it direct, the amount of food which 
could be sent to any one prisoner being limited to 15 Ibs. per 
week. 

Tobacco and cigarettes in limited quantities could also be 
sent out under the permit system as well as clothing of certain 
descriptions and quantities. Clothing parcels were sent to the 
Department, which repacked and forwarded. 


The French Prisoners of war who received parcels from 
England were chiefly Frenchmen who, previously to the war, had 
been living in England. Many of the parcels were sent by rela- 
tions or friends, or previous employers. Others were sent as a 
gift from our Committee, who also sent free parcels to a limited 
number of prisoners from the invaded districts and to some of 
the native prisoners from Algeria and Morocco. 


Up to the 1st November, 1917, officers parcels were 
exempted from the regulations described above, and were only 
subject to such restrictions as the Post Office regulations im- 
posed. On that date these parcels were also placed under the 
charge of the Department and, subsequently, all officers’ parcels 
containing food were controlled by a system of coupons which 
were issued by it 

In all parcels postcards were enclosed to enable the 
prisoners to acknowledge them and they were asked to state if 
their parcels arrived regularly and in good condition. The num- 
ber acknowledged in this way amounted to about 65 per cent. of 
those which were despatched. When allowance is made for cards 
which were not returned by the prisoners and for those which 
went astray in the post, the proportion of acknowledgme 
received is considered satisfactory. In most cases the replies 
stated that the parcels arrived regularly and in good order. 
Besides formal acknowledgments the Department has received 
numerous letters and postcards from various prisoners who have 
written to express their gratitude and appreciation. 


The Department has always kept in touch with the 
Presidents of the Prisoners’ Committees in the various camps, so 
as to ensure parcels not being sent to men already receiving 
sufficient help from their friends in France. 

The armistice concluded on the 11th November, 1918, 
provided for the immediate repatriation of all Allied prisoners, 
and a few days later the sending of prisoners’ parcels was stopped 
by order of the authorities. 
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Statistics relating to the work of the Department are given 
below :— 


Standard food parcels sent in 1917, including 8,042 sent by 
private donors and 8,112 by the Committee 3 
In 1918, 11,250 sent by private donors and 22,274 sent by 


the Committee 33,524 


Total 49,678 


Food parcels sent under the Permit 
donors in 1917 
Ditto ditto, 1918 


aystem by private 


Clothing parcels sent in 1917 
Ditto ditto, 1918 


clothing parcels 
al food parcels 


Total parcels sent, 1917 & 1918 


Prisoners receiving a free food parcel every week from the 
Committee in November, 1918 
otal number of free food parcels sent by the 
Committee from March, 1917 to Novem 
ber, 1918 


30,386 


Costing £7,596 10 0 


TRANSPORT SUPPLIES AND BONDED 
DEPARTMENT. 


Present Heads : H. Fraser Simson (Hon. Sec.) 
J. H. Grant. 


Present Helpers : 
Past Helpers : Mrs. Whittaker. 


Present Clerical Staff: René Kints, Miss G. M. Protheroe, Mdme. 
Bleret, Charles de Coster, Mlle. Stanilaus 


Past Clerical Staff: Mdme. Jules Mennelet, Mule Barthelme, 
Yvon Jeansouane 


The work of this Department has grown to be of great 
importance during the last three years, and if it had not been for 
the kind co-operation and assistance extended to us by the various 
Railway Companies, it would have been quite impossible to carr 
on the work so smoothly and expeditiously as has been the case 
since the beginning of hostilities. 

Until quite recently, we had special arrangements with the 
Railway Executive by which the cost of transport of our goods 
from any town in the United Kingdom to any part of France—or 
further West—was practically nothing. These arrangements 
have now been altered owing to various reasons, and we are now 
obliged to pay the transport charge at Red Cross rates as far as 
the port of entry into France for all goods passing through this 
country 

All consignments of goods are accompanied by an Embassy 
Permit, which, owing to arrangements with the Board of Trade, 
allows the export of all the articles we send from this country 
without a special license. The duplicate of this permit is sent to 
the Port of Entry in France, and this allows the goods to enter 
that country without payment of duty. When the goods arrive 
in France they are taken over by the French Government, and 
conveyed as Government stores to their destination, free of cost. 

“As a general rule our consignments arrive at their desti- 
nation very quickly, though at times, owing to congestion on the 
railways and certain shipping difficulties, they are held up; this 
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often causes uncalled-for annoyance on the part of the would-be 
recipients in France, though we have been very fortunate in not 
losing any of our consignments through enemy action. 


The following table gives some idea of the number of 
packages which have passed through our hands since 1914 :— 
1914 1,071 packages 
1915 24,703 
1916 38,152 
1917 34,465 . 
1918 (up to November 11th) 
26,704 


Total, 125,095 packages 


Supplies. 


This Department has purchased since the beginning of the 
war large quantities of clothing for Hospitals, stores for Canteens, 
equipment of various sorts for devastated regions, also games, 
etc., for the use of the men in the depéts. 

When this Department was first started, the British Red 
Cross Society was consulted, with the result that the names of 
suitable contractors were supplied, these being firms from whom 
the B.R.C.S, bought their stores. All these firms were 
approached, and by those selected we have been very well served. 
Owing to conditions during the last twelve months, we have con- 
siderably increased the stocks of all articles for which we receive 
the greatest number of requisitions from France, and the goods 
are stored chiefly in warehouses, which are rented for that 
purpose. A requisition can, therefore, be fulfilled from stock on 
hand, and this to-day means total avoidance of delay, and very 
great saving in expenditure. 

In the first months of 1918 it was decided to increase the 
quantities of supplies stored in Paris for the use of the Canteens 
and to transfer the allocation of these supplies from London 
to the Paris Bureau, which procedure resulted in a very 
efficient service all round. It occasionally happened that 
under the former system an unexpected influx of men would 
deplete the small stocks on hand at the Canteens, so that it 
became imperative to make this provision for a quicker supply, 
and so relieve the anxieties of the ‘‘ Directrices "’ and the staffs 
of the Canteens, but in making arrangements of this sort it had 
always to be borne in mind that stores might take anything, 
from three weeks to three months, to reach their destination. 
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Bonded Warehouse. 

The Board of Customs passed a special Order granting us 
a license to store bonded or drawback goods of any description at 
our Depot, thus facilitating the transhipment of supplies arriving 
from all parts of the world. Many tons have been passed, with 
the greatest expedition, through this Depdt from over-seas and 
elsewhere, which in the ordinary course would have been delayed 
at the docks for examination and classification. 

Before we possessed this bond, it frequently happened that, 
through some oversight, bonded goods were not viewed by the 
Customs officers at the port of shipment, with the result th 
claims were made by the Board for payment of duty. We have 
forwarded many millions of cigarettes to France and other dest 
nations since this bond was granted to us. In addition to which 
large quantities of tobacco, port wine, cocoa, chocolate, coffee, 
etc., have been sent out. The Visiting Officer calls at our Depot 
No. 9, Knightsbridge, several times during the week to examine 
the documents in connection with these affairs, and also the 
Bonded Stockbook, which is kept for the information of the Board 
of Customs. 

Packing. 

To pack, address and despatch many hundreds of bales and 
cases every day is no light undertaking; but it is also essential 
that the contents and weight of each package should be detailed 
on the weigh bills which are sent in duplicate to the destination, 
one copy being signed and returned as evidence that the goods 
have arrived. Each label is numbered and a careful record kept 
Special facilities are given by the British Government for the rapid 
transit of the Comité’s goods to the French ports, where they are 
admitted and forwarded to destination free of cost by the French 
Government. In addition to delivering its own goods, the Comité 
acts as forwarding agents for individuals and societies all over 
the country. To all of these it offers free transit of stores to any 
French Hospital (Red Cross or Military), thus utilising to the full 
the facilities which, on the request of the French Ambassador, 
have been granted to the Comité by the two Governments. 

The work at 9, Knightsbridge never ends. When the huge 
lorries have taken off quantities of big bales, s 
cots, baths, stoves, clothing, drugs, etc., there is always another 
load waiting, but the head of the clerical staff is always there, 
alert and exact, to see that there shall be no chance of the goods 
not reaching their destination. 


boxes, army 


LE COURS DE PANSEMENT. 


Madame Jeanne Girard. 
Dr. J. C. McClure. 


nce in London is always busy. At the French Hospital 
may be seen women of various nationalities learning how to render 
first aid to the injured and how to make the necessary appliances 
under Madame Jeanne Girard and Doctor Campbell McClure. 
These ‘Cours de Pansement”’ of the French Red Cross have 
continued without interruption from the commencement of the 
war until the present time. 

In the year 1915 there were three courses in April, June and 
October; 79 candidates presented themselves for examination and 
78 obtained the ‘* Certificat d’Aide-Infirmiére.”” 

In 1916 the number of candidates who attended was 62, of 
whom 58 obtained their certificate and in 1917 the three courses 
were attended by 62 candidates, of whom 59 were successful 
their examination. 

Each course includes two series and two examinations; 
we have therefore had, since the commencement of the war, count- 
ing the courses of August, September, October, November and 
December, 1914, 309 pupils who have successfully ed their 
examination of Aide-Infirmiére, Of these, 69 have served for six 
months in the dispensary of the French Hospital in London, 
between August, 1914 and December, 1917. 

The women being particularly skilful in making dressings, 
the predominant notes gained for the practical part were 
“parfait” and ‘“ excellent.’’ These courses united the Allied 
Nations, but the French element predominated. Then came 
Belgians, English, Italians, Russians and Portuguese. 

From November, 1914, up to the present, the theory has 
been taught by Dr. J. C. McClure, and the Practical Course by 
Madame Jeanne Girard. arge number of the pupils are now 
working in the hospitals of England, France and Rus 

Svery candidate is examined at the end of each course in 
an examination covering all the subjects lectured on and in a 
knowledge of aid in emergencies. Fifty per cent. is necessary 
for a pass, and higher percentages carry honorable mention of 
varying degree. 


ANGLO-FRENCH HOSPITALS. 


Since the early days of the war some thirty hospitals have 
been established under the wgis of the Anglo-French Hospitals 
Committee of the British Red Cross, the Order of St. John and 
the British Committee of the French Red Cross; these all staffed 
by British surgeons, nurses, V.A.D.’s, orderlies, motor drivers 
and others, many of whom have been voluntary workers. 
Most of these hospitals have been organised by individuals 
or committees who have provided all, or, at any rate, a part of 
the cost of maintenance when this was carried beyond the daily 
allowance per patient granted by the French Government to Red 
Cross Formations. Some of these units have been taken over 
or founded by the British Committee and are described below, the 
remainder are included in the Appendix, and are more fully 
noticed in Mr. Lawrence Binyon's book, ‘' For Dauntless France.” 


HOPITAL FRANCO-BRITANNIQUE 
(AUXILIAIRE No. 222), MENTONE. 


After being declined by the British owing to transport 
difficulties, the offer of a British-staffed hospital in the newly- 
constructed Imperial Hotel at Mentone was accepted by the 
French Government. Dr. Stanley Rendall, with other British 
residents and visitors, initiated the scheme—a scheme made possi~ 
ble by the generous offer of Mr.. Percy Cochrane to provide the 
larger share of the cost of maintenance, in which commendable 
course he was followed by Mr. Kenneth Clark, Chairman of the 
hotel company, who, in addition, became responsible for dilapi- 
dations in the building. There were many other subscribers, and 
the Scottish Branch of the British Red Cross made regular and 
valuable grants, the French Government giving the usual allow- 
ance of 2 francs per day for each patient, and the Association 
des Dames Francaises (to which the Hospital was affiliated) 
allocated a similar grant of 50 centimes—part of a Government 
Fund for Hospitals received by them—until, on January rst, 1917, 
the British Committee, which had already made considerable 
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grants, undertook the maintenance and management of the 
Hospital, its name being changed from L’Entente Cordiale to 
Franco-Britannique, 222, Mentone.'’ Its kitchens, lifts; and 
conveniences of a modern hotel, with the very complete operating 
theatre and x-ray installation have made ‘ 222’ one of the notable 
war hospitals in France. Opened in April, 1915, with 4oo beds, 
the number was soon increased to 500, and, although there have 
been slack times, good use has been made of the hospital, especi- 
ally during the past year, every bed being occupied, for both 
medical and surgical cases have been taken. At one time many 
malarial and other patients came from Salonika, and, when the 
fighting was heavy, severe surgical cases were admitted from the 
French and Balkan Fronts. 

Mr. Cochrane was the first Administrator: when he left 
for Italy, he was succeeded by Lord Waleran, who held that post 
till the end, representing the British Committee. Dr. Stanley 
Rendall has always been the Médecin Chef, most ably seconded 
by the resident doctor, Dr. Wightman Ginner, Assistant Médecin 
Chef, who, during Dr. Rendall’s adsence every summer at Aix-les- 
Bains, has been acting Médecin Chef, also Dr, Redmayne, Dr. 
Le Blanc, Dr. Brunet, Dr. W. Hunter Watson Cheyne and 
Madame Hanji-Gonthier, for varying periods. 


The Matronship has been held successively by Miss 
Bidgood, Miss Palmer and Miss Goldie, their we being rendered 
more valuable by the number of trained sisters and nurses, aided 
by an enthusiastic band of V.A.D.’s and helpers in the kitchens, 
clothing stores, library and other departments. All the medical 
staff and most of the other workers, have given voluntary service, 
their skill and devotion to duty being worthy of the highest praise. 
The major surgery has been performed by Dr. Le Blanc, of the 
French Army Medical Service, and he, in his turn, has fully 
appreciated the value of English nursing and after care. In all, 
some 1,323 new cases have been treated at the Hospital since our 
Committee took it over. 


THE URGENCY CASES HOSPITAL, REVIGNY. 

The Urgency Cases Hospital was a hospital of 120 beds, 
situated about a mile from the town of Revigny, in the Depart- 
ment of Meuse. This hospital was organised in the early days 
of the war mainly for the treatment of serious cases of fracture 
among the French wounded. At one time the staff comprised no 
fewer than four skilled surgeons, as well as a medical practitioner 


and an expert radiographer and chemist. The nursing was done 
altogether by fully-qualified nurses, of whom there were 15. The 
surgical and nursing staff were all English. As there was con- 
siderable shortage of proper hospital accommodation on the 
French front in the early days of the war, the establishment of a 
well-staffed hospital of this class was much appreciated by the 
French military authorities. During the many months of severe 
fighting around Verdun the Urgency Cases Hospital was kept 
particularly busy, and a large number of the most important 
surgical cases were sent there for treatment and successfully 
handled. 

The affairs of the hospital were originally managed by a 
small London Committee, of whom the Hon. Treasurer (Mr. 
Herbert Samuelson) was the moving spirit as well as being a very 
liberal contributor to its funds. Mr. J. A. Cairns Forsyt 
F.R.C.S., was appointed Médecin-chef at the start, and he 
retained that position till the hospital closed. The expenses were 
originally met by subscriptions, partly from private donors and 
partly from the general public. 

At the beginning of the year 1917 the British Committ 
of the French Red Cross, who had previously sent the hospital 
from time to time contributions of various hospital supplies, 
assumed the responsibility of providing a half share of the run- 
ning expenses, and about this time a considerable change began 
in the class of work being done by the hospital. The French 
authorities had established many efficient military ones of their 
own in close proximity to the fighting line, and were, consequently 
now in a position to handle the more important cases: the fight- 
ing had also become less severe on this portion of the Front 
The result was that fewer serious surgical cases came for treat- 
ment, so the Hospital Committee decided that the object for which 
they had organised was no longer of service, and that it was in- 
advisable to retain in France such a large staff of skilled surgeons 
and nurses for whom there was urgent need at home. At this 
juncture the British Committee of the French Red Cross, realising 
that there was still much useful hospital work of a less important 
class to be done, offered to take over the place as a going con- 
cern and to operate it with a reduced staff for the treatment of 
any class of case forthcoming. In making this proposition they 
were further influenced by the consideration that the work of an 
English hospital in that part of France was a useful medium for 
sustaining the good feeling so happily existing between the two 
countries. The offer was accepted, and the transfer carried into 
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effect on the 1st July, 1917. The surgical staff was reduced to 
two, the staff of fifteen nurses replaced by eight nurses and four 


V.A.D.’s, and at the same time the number of English orderlies 
reduced from seventeen to ten. 


Since the British Committee assumed control of the 
hospital much useful work has been done. The internal arrange- 
ments ran smoothly and the reduced staff proved competent to 
handle the work. The Committee were fortunate in having the 
co-operation of an exceptionally competent staff, all of whom 
have taken the keenest interest in the welfare of the place. 


Under the administration of the French Red Cross many 
improvements were made in and around the hospital. A large 
recreation hut provided by the society proved the greatest boon 
to convalescent patients, and a bath house erected and furnished 
with douche baths for the use of the patients and staff contributed 
greatly to sanitary comfort 

Ample precautions were taken for the protection of 
patients and staff during air raids. Trenches were dug and 
properly roofed with sand bags and sand bag protections were 
built around the different wards. 

At the termination of the war the remaining patients were 
evacuated and the hospital was closed on the roth December, 1918. 


Staff (Ist December, 1918). 


jecin-chef 
Honorary Secretary (also head of the Ambulance Dept.) 
Radiographer 
Matron 
Sisters 
V.A.D.’s (for wards) 
V.A.D.’s (for house) 
Orderlies 
Voluntary Ambulance 
Driver I 


Statistics of the Work of the Hospital from 11th March, 
1915, to 10th December, 1918. 


Patients admitted 

Deaths 

Operations in theatre 
(Besides many 

X Ray examinations 


or operations in the wards) 
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HOPITAL COMPLEMENTAIRE, No. 64. 
(CHATEAU DE ST. ROME.) 


In the neighbourhood of Toulouse is the Chateau de St. 
Rome, belonging to our Présidente and placed, at the beganning 
of the war, at the disposal of the two Governments, who, how- 
ever, did not immediately accept the offer, but, eventually in the 
summer of 1915, requested the use of the place, so it was opened 
on the and of October. It has one distinction, that of being the 
only Hépital Complémentaire run at the direct request of the 
Service de Santé by a staff of British nurses and doctors. It 
has been ably and successively staffed by Dr. Reginald Davis, 
Dr. Kater, Dr. John McLean, Dr. Laforea Dr. A. A. 
Miller, the latter being still in charge, and finding an efficient 
collaborator in Sister Peake, the Matron. 

It has 300 beds, chiefly in buildings surrounding the 
chateau, and the Service de Santé finances the Unit, though the 
expenses are chiefly defrayed by our Présidente through this 
Committee. The number of beds varies as in other hospitals, 
and the Matron wrote: “ Just as we were beginning to think we 
should never have any work again and would sadly close the 
wards, a wire came saying that a hundred men would arrive that 
night. There was an immediate and immense display of energy 
on the part of the Infirmiéres, much shouting on the part of the 
corporals, and we were ready."’ For some months there was a 
sustained number of one hundred men each month, and the first 
convoys of wounded used to come from the Front, afterwards 
from the interior, but, as early as December, 1916, it was chosen 
as a special hospital for chronic osteitis. The place is admirably 
equipped for treating cases of old bone injuries, which are sent 
from other military hospitals, but, in the scarcity of good 
surgeons, the men have often to be kept there a long time, even 
the after-treatment requiring sound surgical supervision, though, 
for all else, they get splendid skilled attention from the Matron 
and the little group of English voluntary nurses 


FORT MAHON HOSPITAL 


Fort Mahon is a small and very new Plage on the coast 
some 25 miles south of Boulogne, and takes its name from a fort 
the remains of which recall our own Martello towers. Whatever 
its fate as a summer seaside resort, it will long dwell in the 
memory of many a Poilu—white. yellow and black—as a place of 
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healing amidst strange but wondrously effective foreign systems, 
at a time when War surgery was in the making and, in the 
thoughts of many English and American people who laboured 
there, as the scene of their most romantic experiences. 

In the early weeks of the war a number of enthusiasts— 
surgeons, untrained nurses and people, yet eager to help, no 
matter how—went to Paris to join the French Red Cross. They 
congregated at the Offices of the Union des Femmes de France 
and in the weeks of weary waiting some twenty or thirty gradu- 
ally formed themselves into a group which was sent to open a 
hospital at the Hotel de la Plage, Fort Mahon, requisitioned by 
the Government. Dr. Maurice Renton, of Dartford, Kent, was 
the Médecin Chef, Miss de Longueil from Canada, the Directrice, 
the Medical Staff being completed by Dr. Alastair MacGregor, 
from London, Dr. Webb, Dr. Daniel Robert from New York and 
Dr. Hamid Mahmud of Cairo and Edinburgh University. At 
later dates the following surgeons and physicians, amongst 
others, served for varying periods: the late Dr. A. E. Kelsey, 
Dr. Sydney Beauchamp, Mr. G. Seccombe Hett, Drs. A. Wilson, 
C. S. Butler, Edward R. Morton, Patrick Bolger, Frank Mar 
J. D. Staley, H. B. Billups. Miss Gardner, Secretary and } 
Charles S. Fayerweather, Ambulance Driver and afterwards 
Treasurer (whose association here was followed by wedding’ bells), 
Mr. Frederick W. Cooke, driver, from the United States; Mr. 
H. P. Light, driver, from Dartford (who, in spite of severe 
rheumatism, carried on through the bitter cold of that first winter 
f the war); while trained nurses and other volunteers from many 
a clime descended on the deserted Plage, and in prompt fashion 
ransacked the village and villas and in next to no time had a very 
creditable hospital ready. But no patients came! The place was 
some miles from a little-used station on the main line, through 
which the train loads of wounded from Flanders hurried on to the 
larger hospital centres at Abbeville, Amiens and further South. 
In November, however, the hospital filled, and a request was sent 
to the newly-constituted London Committee of the French Red 
Cross for a Matron and more trained nurses. This task was 
undertaken by Miss Hunt of the Surgical and Convalescent Home, 
Salop, who stayed for a month, and left behind her some of the 
six nurses. It was then that our Director-General began his 
Red Cross career, for Miss Hunt asked him to accompany her as 
odd man in this plunge into the unknown. He has often felt 
thankful for the experience gained by that month in an Anglo- 
French hospital, where the “ Hospital-Devil” (akin to the 
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Dahabich Devil of the Nile) had taken well hold and brought upon 
the odd man’s innocent head most of the blame for the troubles 
of a Unit which chance rather than design had brought together. 
By the gradual though often trying process of freezing out, the 
more essential elements of a war hospital staff remained, they 
gaining by hard experience that knowledge which is not in text- 
books; the Unit added harmony to its technical performance 
always of a high standard—and much useful work was done. 
To get nearer the source of supply of wounded, annexes were 
opened, first at Chateau de Boismont, only five miles from the 
northern battle-line, and later, at the Chateau St. André-aux- 
Bois, Campagne-les-Hesdin, but neither was made full use of by 
the French. 

In January, 1915, the three months allocation of the Union 
mmes de France coming to an end, the hospital was taken 
over by the Comité de Londres, which, receiving the usual Army 
daily grant maintained it until its closure in February, 1916, 
when the whole zone was taken over by the British. 


des 


In March, 1915, Dr. Renton returned to England and Dr 
Mahmud succeeded him as Médécin Chef, a post which he held 
to the end. The position of Matron was held successively by 
Miss Campbell, Miss Dixon and Miss M. Foster; the experience 
gained there by the latter being turned to good account when, 
later, she became Selecting Matron at 9, Knightsbridge. 

With 105 beds, and in spite of many periods of inactivity, 
723 cases were treated, nearly all surgical, and many of the 
severest character. The work was uniformly good, and great 
credit is due to a staff which, under especial difficulties, carried 
through a task with singular devotion, and in almost every 
instance, at considerable personal sacrifice. 

Acknowledgment is also gratefully mad= to the British 
Red Cross Society and the Order of St. John for their co-opera- 
tion, especially in the early days, by supplying nurses, ambulances, 
equipment and stores and in many other ways 


HOPITAL MILITAIRE No. 1.—PALAVAS. HERAULT. 
In June, 1916, the Delegates of this Committee saw the 
urgent need of increased nursing help in the treatment of surgical 
tuberculosis, and ~ military hospital, specialising in this disease, 
at Palavas, gave the necessary opening. 


Its situation on the shores of the Mediterranean makes it 
eminently suited to the successful treatment of tuberculosis, and 
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the large balconies on to which the beds are wheeled allow the 
patients to get the maximum amount of sunshine and ozone with- 
out exertion or fatigue. 

The Hospital itself is managed by the French Army 
Medical Service which gladly accepted the Committee’s proposal 
to send an English nursing unit. A house was taken for them 
to live in and Miss Maud Bullock, our first Matron, and her staff 
of devoted nurses undertook the organisation of the hospital with 
enthusiasm. It opened with 120 beds, which were increased to 
155, and then to 235, under the Matronship of Mrs. Swan, Miss 
Clifford, Miss Walsh and Miss Carver respectively. Mrs. 
Rayner with her automobile rendered valuable services for a long 
period 

The success of the hospital has been so great (the number 
of incoming patients from December, 1917, to December, 1918 
being 338) that another forty beds are now being added. 
Touching indeed is the gratitude expressed by the patients for 
the kindness of the nurses and most gratifying the Médecin Chef's 
appreciation of their skill and devotion, Just now the British 
Unit numbers eleven nurses. 


HOPITAL COMPLEMENTAIRE, No. 73 
SALIES DU SALAT (HAUTE GARONN 

In July, 1916, Mrs. Leith Ross, a representative of this 
Committee, visited the Hdpital Complémentaire, Salies-du-Salat, 
and found it greatly in need of help. ted on the lower slopes 
of the Pyrenees, in the Haute Garonne, it was filled with cases 
of surgical tuberculosis, the treatment of which is tedious and 
long, usually running into several months. At this time the 
Verdun offensive had just ended and the hospital at Salies, 
hundreds of miles from the fighting line, was under-staffed, the 
Service de Santé having so many wounded cases to attend to that 
all the French nurses at its disposal had been sent up near the 
Front. 

Our representative having made certain that British nurses 
would be heartily welcomed by the Médecin Chef, Sister Olive 
Aked consented to go to Salies as Matron, and her energy, 
coupled to Mrs. Leith Ross’ experience of French hospitals, soon 
had the nursing service completely re-organised. Up to then the 
work had been voluntary, but this Committee undertook to pay 
the salary and upkeep of the nursing staff, which now numbers 
seven; the hospital contains 145 beds, and its work is so highly 
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thought of that it will probably be kept open for another year 
or more and 4o beds are being added. The total number of 
patients treated since July, 1916, has been 554. 

The Médecin-Chef, Dr. Loze, is assisted by various 
surgeons, amongst whom is a nephew of Marshal Foch, and both 
doctors and patients are loud in praise of the British nurses, and 
it is hoped that they will remain until the hospital closes. 


HOPITAL DE L’ECOSSE 
The important clinique of Dr. Bonnet, 7, Rue de la Chaise, 
Paris, with its operating theatres, x ray installation and other 


surgical equipment, was soon established as a War Hospital, 


afliliated to the Societé de Sécours aux Blessés Militaires. After 
the expiration of the twelve months’ maintenance by the 
Canadian Press, the British Committee, on the request of the 
Service de Santé undertook to find funds to supplement the re- 
sources of the Hospital and met with a ready response from the 
Scottish Branch of the British Red Cross, which has contributed 
towards the upkeep at the rate of 5 francs per day for each patient 
from September 15th, 1915, to the same date in 1917, at which 
date the rate was raised to 7 francs, at which it is still continuing 


The management of the Hospital has been carried on by 
Dr. Bonnet and his staff under the supervision of the Scottish 
Branch of the British Committee. The fact that Dr. Faure and 
Dr. Roux, distinguished members aof the medical faculty, were 
also at the head of the honorary staff, has made the place a 
centre for very severe cases, and some splendid work has been 
done, 

In addition to the Hospital itself with its 150 beds, fourteen 
beds were maintained in a Convalescent Annexe from September, 
1915, to October, 1917, a Department being also maintained for 
giving hospitality to Belgian and French convalescent and tired 
soldiers on leave in Paris. 


H.R.H. the Duchess of Argyle graciously became Patron 
of the Hospital, and it has been frequently inspected by members 
of both Committees, in particular by Sir George Beatson, K.C.B., 
M.D., Chairman of the Scottish Branch, and by Mr. Baird Smith, 
member of the Executive appointed for this purpose. A number 
of interesting public functions have been held at the Hospital, 
and its international character has been emphasised by the display 
of Scottish inscriptions and banners, so, in addition to the 
immense benefit to the sick and wounded soldiers of France, the 
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Formation has played a leading part in maintaining the friendship 
between France and Scotland. The Committee have been 
fortunate in having the generous services of M. Henri Naquet- 
Radiquet, of Paris, to inspect and verify the accounts month by 
month, one of the many kindnesses rendered by him in the work 
of the British Committee in France. 


ETREMBIERES. HOPITAL NEO-ZELANDAIS. 

When the unfortunate people of the invaded Northern dis- 
tricts of France who had been sent to Germany, were returned 
to France, the attention of this Committee was drawn to their 
needs. Old men and women, children, many of them orphaned, 
were returning to France through Switzerland, broken in body 
but undaunted in spirit; it was felt that a hospital where doctors 
and nurses would give skilled treatment and comfort would be a 
worthy addition to the work of the Committee. 

How to find a suitable building? It had to be in France, 
yet near Switzerland, as train loads of some soo persons arrived 
at Evian morning and evening, and a long journey was out of 
the question, many of the repatriated being too weak and ill to 
go any further. To separate the members of families was, of 
course, impossible, and when a mother alone required medical 
treatment, what was to become of the children? Another hou 
was required where they could stay and be kept happy until all 
could continue on their way, but the orphans must be kept until 
a suitable home could be found for them. 

Mr. J. Burgess, who had come in contact with the Comité 
des Réfugiés while at Lyon, scoured round Evian and at last 
discovered a disused convent Etrembiéres, 35 miles from 
Evian, which could take about 300 beds, and was surrounded by 
a large park. It had, as well, a villa in the park which would 
serve for the children. 

In June, 1917, the convent was taken and the large amount 
of work necessary to turn it into a modern hospital was carried 
out under the Delegate of this Committee, Mrs. Leith Ross, with 
Mr. Burgess as consulting engineer. Mr. Burgess also succeeded 
in interesting the representatives of the New Zealand Government 
in the scheme, who gained for it a generous Government gift of 
£4,000 towards equipment and £6,000 a year for maintenance 
for two years from November, 1917. This, with a grant from the 
French Government, took a great financial burden off our 
shoulders, and we record our deep gratitude to both Governments 
for their splendid co-operation 
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The British Committee of the Croix Rouge is responsible 
for the administration and running of the hospital; separate 
accounts of expenses being kept and submitted to the High Com- 
missioner for New Zealand at regular intervals. 

By October, 1917, the place had 300 beds, an operating 
theatre, dental and electric departments and an entirely British 
staff of doctors and nurses, with Mrs. Leith Ross, greatly experi- 
enced in the management of hospitals for the French, at the head. 

Owing to lingual and other difficulties in dealing with a 
people rendered suspicious and dull by suffering and ill-treatment 


it was thought wiser (December, 1917) to re-staff the hospital. A 


Swiss (Doctor Long)and his doctor wife, with Miss Bidgood, who 
had worked for three years at the Hopital Mentone, re 
organized it, the Sisters of St. Vincent de Paul acting as nurses. 
Miss Bidgood finally installed fully-trained French nurses under 
the orders of an Infirmiare-major with Madame Lessens as 


Directrice and M. l’Abbé Charles as Administrateur 


The results obtained since have amply justified the Cc 
mittee in undertaking the Hépital Neo-Zelandais—called after 
generous donors. By it many useful lives are returned to France 
ind a bond cemented between the British Empire and her Allv 

Ever since the re-opening, in January, 1918, the Hopital 
has steadily progressed in every way. With its present order and 
cleanliness the building as a hospital is really imposing and is said 
to be incomparably finer and better kept than any other for th 
répatriés, 

The new équipe of French nurses arrived and settled down 
at once; the question of the resident doctor was solved, and the 
change of organization made without causing the slightest 
in the running of the hospi The best of English 
were last to leave; so that nothing but a good impression remains, 
and the way in which Miss Bidgood handed over to Mademoiselle 
Droin was a marvel of tact and good feeling. The patients 
happy, and we continually receive letters from those who 
left, begging to be allowed to return under any condition. There 
have been a great number of deaths, but nearly all of very old 
people. Of the only two children we have lost, one was a hope 
less case when she came in. The administrative side is running 
well and the relations with all the lo 
cordial: it has not been necessary to change a single dealer since 
the beginning, nor has a single servant left, except for outside 
reasons. 


authorities are most 


FRANCO-BRITISH COLONY FOR 
CONVALESCENTS. 


For the past two years the Committee has had in view a 
serious effort to establish an Institution in France on a permanent 
basis for the benefit of the tuberculous. Exposure in the trenches 
has developed the disease to a disquieting extent, and there seems 
no better way of leaving in France a memorial of Anglo-French 
Red Cross work than by joining in the fight against this scourge. 


In our investigations we have had the whole-hearted 
co-operation of the British experts, especially of Sir St. Clair 
Thompson and Dr. Noel Bardswell, late Medical Superintendent 
of the King Edward VII. Sanatorium at Midhurst, and 
now Medical Adviser at the Insurance Committee for the 
County of London. It was soon found that the cost of building 

model sanatorium would be prohibitive in war time; but that 
there was : at field in offering to patients discharged from 
sanatoria with the disease arrested an alternative to a return to 
the old environment with its great danger of a fatal return of the 
malady. It was, therefore, decided to attempt to purchase an 
estate holding a large mansion for accommodating suitable 
from the sanatoria and training them in gardening, farming and 
other outdoor or country vocations 

Believing that financial support would be forthcoming, we 

ed the search for a property in France early in 1917, and at 
same time included the scheme in our appeal for funds in 
ngland. The appeal soon bore fruit. Mr. Herbert Brown, the 
‘ounder of the British Farmers’ Red Cross Fund, after full inves- 
tigation, gave the project his enthusiastic support; upon his 
recommendation the Joint War Committee of the British Red 
Cross Society and Order of St. John made a grant from the 
British Farmers’ Fund of £75,000 (since ‘ncreased to £100,000, 
on the same conditions). The gift was conditional upon the 
Committee providing an equal sum, so as to insure permanency 
to the Colony without the necessity of a further specific appeal 
for funds 
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The Scottish Branch of the British Red Cross Society gave 
£10,000 on France’s Day, 1917; and, in addition to other gener- 
ous gifts, the balance of the £200,000 required has been made 
up from the General Fund of the Committee. 


The quest for a suitable estate was a long one, undertaken 
first by a French specialist, Dr. Cantonnet, and, on his being 
appointed to an important Government post, by Mrs. Leith Ross 
and Dr. Louis Guinard, head of the great Bligny Sanatorium, 
from whom we have received enthusiastic help and constant en- 
couragement. The many requirements, especially as to water 
supply, were very difficult to fulfil, but, at the eleventh hour, an 
admirable place was found—Chateau de Sillery, Savigny-sur-Orge 
(Seine et Oise), some sixteen miles to the South of Paris, eight 
miles from Bligny Sanatorium and about a mile from two stations 
on the Orleans Railway. The estate covers some 125 acres, 
consisting mostly of a well-wooded park, with a small farm and a 
walled garden of five acres. The mansion is in good preservation, 
large enough to accommodate about 100 men, and the outhouses 
are ample. There is an excellent supply of spring water flowing 
into ornamental ponds, well stocked with fish, also a good slope 
for drainage, and the soil is a happy medium—not too heavy, and 
yet rich enough for gardening and agriculture 

The final choice was made early in November,, 1918, and, 
since that date, the purchase has been completed under the super- 
vision of Monsieur Naquet Radiguet, of Paris, whose advice and 
generous help have been of the greatest value in the negotiations 
and throughout the quest. Active preparations to open in the 
Spring are being mate under the personal supervision of Mes 
Leith Ross, advised by Dr. Noel Bardswell and Dr. Guinard 
An English society of management is to be incorporated ‘o 
administer the colony and maintain it with the income from the 
balance of the £200,000 capital remaining after the purchase and 
equipment of the establishment. 


HOSPITAL INSPECTION. 


Visiteurs Des Hopitaux. 


Henry Balfour, M.A Alwyne Edward Maude 

sy eauchamp, M.B., B.C. Claude B. Palmer 

T. B. Blow Canon Joselyn Perkins 

Mlle de St. Exupéry Miss Z. Puxley 

Mrs. R. Fedden Shute 

J. Mason Guttridge Smart 

Major-Gen. H. Jardine Hallowes Herbert Ward 

Thomas Somerv C. Lee T. Holden Waterhouse 

Mrs. Leith Ross Lieutenant Paul Wenz 

Mrs. Philip Martineau Roy Wheeler 

Miss Con nee E. Maud John Fell Woodburne 
Dr. John Garsteng 


Since the constitution of the Committee a number of ladies 
and gentlemen have kindly undertaken visits of from one to four 
weeks’ duration to France, their duties being either to inspect 
and report upon the Anglo-French Units or to visit French forma- 
tions to ascertain at first hand the needs of material and personnel. 
For the latter purpose a route is drawn up by the Présidente with 
a list of hospitals, etc., to be visited, and a letter of introduction 
furnished to the Head of each. After a careful examination of 
each institution a requisition form is filled up and signed by the 
Médecin Chef, Administrator or Matron, giving the articles 
required, stating the number and category of patients, etc. This, 
with a report of the Visiteur, is sent or brought to the Présidente, 
thus greatly aiding the efficient allocation of help from the Com- 
mittee to Hospitals, etc. Almost every district in France has 
been frequently traversed and the authorities and patients brought 


into intimate association with the Comité Britannique and its 
work, 


SALONIKA. 


h lonika t 
Mention should be made of the work done in Salonika }. 

Madame la Comtesse de Reinach Foussemagne, Head of the 

Mission de Co-ordination des Sécours aux Armées d’Orient, 


Salonika. Since the early part of 1917 there has been 
reception 


an 


enormous amount of work to be done in requisitioning 
and wise distribution of gifts of clothing, drugs, hospital furniture, 
food, tobacco and all those many things daily required for the sick 
men, as well as autos, lorries, etc The Mission 
by the French Under Secretary of S' al with the Service 
de Santé Militaire, and the work means much planning and fore- 
thought in order to meet the often sudden demands from some 
pots and pans, 
le throu 
t by us. Letters 


was authorised 


remote place for drugs, or motor accessories 


gramophones or khaki cloth. The Requisitions are ma 


the Head to our Committee and the goods are se 
Macedonia come every month 
ent work doctors, nurses and 


revealing the needs 
Mission has ¢ 


orderlies among difficult surroundings. The 
Allied 


buted help from many other sources, French anc 


CIVILIAN RELIEF. 


From the early days the Committee has received gifts of 
money, clothing, etc., for the refugees from the war zone in 
France. Many individual cases have thus been helped and contri- 
butions made to the different French Societies engaged in this 
work. Reference is made under “ Anglo-French Hospitals " to 
the large Hospital for refugees from Germany, established by the 
Committee in association with the New Zealand Government at 
Etrembiéres (Hte. Savoie) in the autumn of 1917 


In the same year, Mrs. Philip Martineau, a member of the 
Committee of the affiliated French Societies, Le Village Liberé and 
Le Village Réconstitué, sought help in England, especially for her 
Committees’ project to replant the orchards so ruthlessly destroyed 
by the enemy. Though always doubting that the Boche had 
made their last bid for Paris, the British Committee consented 

take the risk, and, in December, 1917, sent some 8,000 fruit 
trees, which these two Societies distributed, many, it is to be 
feared, in areas again over-run in the fighting of 1918. 

In April, 1918, the Committee was approached by Mrs. 
Henshaw who for three years had been working with the Canadian 
Red Cross. She had seen the terrible distress of the population 
hastily evacuated from the lands overrun by the whirlwind rush for 
Amiens in March—for the French peasant has throughout the 
war astonished the world by tilling his fields within the fire zone, 
clinging to home and holding till fight meant leaving behind all 
possessions but stout heart and love of home. The Canadian 
Red Cross had no branch for civilian relief, but offered to pro- 
vide motor transport and goods from its Paris store if the British 
Committee would father the work and provide the necessary funds. 
After listening to Mrs. Henshaw’s proposals the Committee pro- 
vided her with the necessary credentials, £1,000, and gave her a 
free hand in organizing the work. She arrived in Paris on June 
6th, and, the next day, started with the Canadian cars, two of 
which she had arranged in advance were to be fitted up as dispen- 
saries and two French Canadian doctors and mechanics kindly 
provided by the Canadian Army. 
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The first base was established at Meaux, but, on June roth 
the Unit was moved to Senlis, where there was good garage for 
the two ambulances, the lorries and our staff car. Fine work was 
done, often under shell fire, in 21 villages evacuated under Army 
orders, and in over 4o of those evacuated ‘* par Conseil.” The 
Civil Hospitals in Meaux and Senlis were also evacuated, and 
the sick, wounded, gassed, paralyzed, incurables and lunatics 
transported to safety. Help was given in the evacuation of 
Compiégne, which began on June roth, and in that of Pierrefonds. 
For nearly six weeks fifteen hours a day was spent on the roads 
with the ambulances and lorries, transport averaging 120 
kilometres a day over very bad roads carrying its full capacity of 
refugees and their bundles. 


When the tide of battle turned so dramatically and for the 
last time ‘* 
of pioneer work and to consider future developments. It was 
evident at the outset that the task of rebuilding the demolished 
cities, towns and hamlets was one which only the French Govern- 
ment and people could undertake and that foreign help must be 
restricted to providing for some of the immediate wants of the 


vers Berlin,’’ there wa ime to review this fine piece 


men, women and children in the devastated and reconquered 
territory, 


The Committee decided to establish its own Civilian Relief 
Service, so that the help should be given direct by British people 


in a way to spread the message of our sympathy amongst the 


people as our Nursing and other services have so effectively done 
in the French Arr Mrs. Henshaw was appointed Directrice of 
the Committce’s ** Service des Blessés et Refug’ and, during 
the autumn of 1918, working upon earlier experiences, established 
the foundations of the Committee’s Civilian work, so that on the 
termination of hostilities two large areas, aggregating some ninety 
communes in the Departments of the Somme and the Oise were 
allocated to our care, headquarters established at Maignelay, near 
Montdidier and at Pierrefonds, with the nucleus of staffs preparing 
the ground pending the arrival of motor lorries and goods. 


NOTE.—February, 1919. After delays in transport following the A 
these units, each with its Chef de trained nurse 
midwife, V.A.D., house member and 
motor drivers and mechanic, have got into full working 
tributing large quantities of clothing, boots, invalid foo hold 
effects, etc., to refu turning to their bare and often ruined 
homes. 
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The Service des Blessés et Refugiés is to be combined with the 
Committee's other relief work carried on in Roubaix, Tourcoing, 
Lille and Metz. Further centres are boing established and the full 
strength of the Committeo’s resources in personnel, motor trans 
port, stores and money is to be turned upon this most urgent 

erprise. Valuable support has been received from the D.G.V.0., 
who has appealed to the Work Depéte throughout the country for 
clothing; the British, Scottish and Canadian Red Cross Societies ; 
The Order of St. John; the British Farmers’ Red Cross Fund, 
whose Hon, Organizer, Mr. Herbert Brown and staff are devoting 
the whole of their energies to this work; the National Brotherhood 
Council, which is collecting great quantities of stores and raising 9 
fund to help the British Committee's Civilian Relief work in France. 


s clear that urgent need will continue for the rest of the 
The Committee has the organisation, the workers and the 
arry it out efficiently, but. it makes a final appeal to the 
nerosity of all friends for goods and funds to crown the Empire's 
1 Cross work for France by a really great effort to cheer and 
p France's millions whose homes have been devastated, and 


whose lands have been Inid waste in Armageddon. 


ACCOUNTS DEPARTMENT. 


Hon. Treasurer: Mrs. Noel Lake 

Hon. Auditors : Messrs. Price, Waterhouse and Co, 
Accountant: A. T. Rowe. 

Helpers: H. St. John Munro, Mlle. Dessaint. 


Clerical Staff: Miss A. M. Griffiths, Miss B. Tanare, Miss 
B. L. Wilson, P. H. Toussaint 


Past Clerical Staff: M. Van Antwerpen, M. Blondeau. 


On the foundation of the Commi Treasurer con- 
tinued the system of account keeping established for the old 
London Committee of the Union des Femmes de France. The 
books were, of course, of the simplest nature, and proved 
adequate for the limited transactions of those days. 

Early in 1915, however, Messrs. Price, Waterhouse & Co. 
were appointed Hon. Auditors; they audited the accounts to date 
and all the financial transactions of the Committee have since 
been carried on under their supervision. 


As the resources and activities of the Committee developed 
it was found necessary to appoint a professional accountant, who, 
under the Hon. Auditors, has elaborated a system of book-keeping 
to meet the growing needs and to show at a glance all the transac- 
tions of the Committee with its many Departments and branches 
These accounts are deposited regularly with the London County 
Council, as required by the War Charities Act, 1916. 

The resources of the Committee both in money and in gifts 
in kind have come from almost every part of the Empire, and in 


less degree from the United States and neutral countries. Early 


in 1915 appeals were made to a limited extent in the London Press 
in obth the editorial and advertising columns, and this practice 
has since been followed with gratifying results. 


It soon became apparent that some definite annual festival 
should be established to let the work be widely known and to 
obtain contributions, large and small, from the whole community. 


“ France’s Day’? has been c ed on the 14th July, 1915, 
1916, 1917 and 1918, though in some localities for convenience 
other dates have been chosen. The net amounts received in these 


years from ‘‘ France's Day" were respectively : 


1915 £24,906 17 
1916 104,111 13 
1917 190,349 16 11 


1918 368,030 0 0 


Another considerable source of income which is only partly 
shown by the Balance Sheets has been derived from a large num- 
ber of individuals, Committees and Societies working in associa- 
tion with this Committee in some definite undertaking in France, 

1s Canteens, Hospitals Ambulance Convoys and the like 

they themselves have established and financed entirely, or 

ance of this Committee. The number of these 

formatic ill be gathered from the list of the principal ones 
given in the Appendix. 


The value of motor cars, ambulances, clothing, drugs, 
dressings and other gifts in kind cannot be accurately computel, 


but it cannot fall far short of total cash contributions. 


In considering the percentages which the administration 
charged bear to the total transactions, allowance must be made for 
the value of the gifts ind, and for the many Institutions in 
part administered by the Committee whose finances are not in- 
cluded in the accompanying accounts. _It will also be remembered 
that a large part of the work of the Head Office is concerned in 
obtaining credentials and issuing travelling facilities for the 
workers of the Red Cross in France, and also that the Committee 
since its foundation has acted as forwarding agent for goods from 
every part of the world, which they have forwarded to their 
destination 

A large amount of the work. both in England and France, 
has been carried on by volunteers who have received no payment, 
and in most cases have defrayed their own expenses, and 
frequently spent considerable sums on the work, which thus do 
not appear in the accounts. 

The reports of the various Departments, therefore, give a 
better idea of the work accomplished under the aegis of the 
British Committee than the amount of cash received and expended 
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Coming to the Balance Sheets for the years 1915, 1916 
and 1917, it will be noted that at the end of each year there is 
a considerable balance in hand. This is due largely to reserves 
for work undertaken, but not completed, but more especially to 
the fact that the whole proceeds of ‘* France’s Day” have been 
handed to the Committee in November, and represents largely 
the resources for the following twelve months. 


It will be seen that the accounts show continual develop- 
ment which was fully maintained in the year 19:8. The funds 
available on the termination of hostilities will be devoted to the 
establishment and endowment of the Franco-British Colony for 
Convalescents, and to helping a number of other permanent insti- 
tutions in France, thereby perpetuating the association of Britain 
in her Red Cross work. Any balance and further contributions 
will be fully absorbed by the relief of the civilion population in 
the devastated regions and by helping the maimed, the blind, 
widows and orphans, and others who have suffered from the war. 


“FRANCE’S DAY.” 


Although many spontaneous gifts had been received by 
the London Committee of the French Red Cross, it was felt that, 
if the work were to extend in proportion to the great needs of 
the Red Cross in France, an organised appeal must be made. 
Therefore, in June, 1915, the Committee readily agreed to the 
proposal to celebrate ‘ France's Day "’ throughout the country on 


the 7th July, in aid of its Fund. A large Committee was formed 


with the Duchess of Somerset as Chairman, who was joined in the 
Executive by the Duchess of Buckingham & Chandos, Lady 
myntrude Malet, Lady Arthur Paget, Mr. (now Sir) H. E 
Morgan as Hon. Organiser. Mr. H. Powell Rees was Hon. 
Secretary, with the Lord Mayor of London (Sir Charles Johnston) 
as Hon. Treasurer. The Headquarters were at 43, Upper 
Grosvenor Street, kindly lent by Mrs. William Clark, and, by 
dint of hard work, all the arrangements to make the event a 
really national one were completed by 7th July 
The Féte was under the patronage of Her Majesty The 
Queen, Her Majesty Queen Alexandra and a large number of 
distinguished ladies and gentlemen. The Lord Mayor of London 
addressed a letter to the Lord Provosts, Mayors and Provosts of 
the cities and towns of the United Kingdom, appealing for the 
support of their communities and asking for their signatures after 
the Civic Seal, to an address of homage in sympathy to the 
French Nation through H.E. the French Ambassador. A 
universal response was received, the Address, with the signatures 
and seals from hundreds of cities and towns were specially bound 
xcellency for transmis- 
sion to President Poincaré, who placed it in the National Archives 


in a great volume and presented to His 


of France 
The most notable ature of the day, in London, was a 
den Party, organised by the Duchess of Somerset and Lady 
Arthur Paget, at Montagu House, graciously lent by the Duke 
and Duchess of Buccleuch. This was attended by Her Majesty 
the Queen, Her Majesty Queen Alexandra, Queen Amelie of 
Portugal and a large and distinguished company. There were 


stalls for the sale of articles of French origin, a variety entertain- 
ment was given, and many other entertainments arranged. The 
assembly was addressed from the balcony of Montagu House by 
Lord Curzon of Keddleston, who spoke of France’s noble part in 
the war, of her great sufferings, of our duty to help in her Red 
Cross work. The churches throughout the country joined the 
movement and a great service was held in Westminster Cathedral 
in memory of French soldiers fallen in the war, Cardinal Axch- 
bishop Bourne officiated, and the service was attended by the 
Diplomatic Corps, the Prime Minister, the Lord Mayor and many 
people of note. (This service has been a great feature of each 


succeeding ‘‘ France’s Day’’ celebration in London.) 


The tricolour and badges of various designs were sold in 
the hotels and some of the streets of London, and collections made 
in various places. Seven hundred thousand children of the 
schools of the London County Council sang the Marseillaise, and 
throughout the country great enthusiasm was shown in honour 
of France. 

The proceeds of ‘France's Day," 1915, amounted to 
£24,906 175. 5d., which was handed by the Duchess of Somerset 
to H.E. the French Ambassador for the London Committee of the 
French Red Cross 

1916. It was now felt by the Commi they would 
be justified in establishing their own department for sing 
“France’s Day.” Mr. Percy Collins, J.P., accepted the arduous 
post of Hon. Secretary, which he has held during the years, 
1915, 1916 and 1917. Aithough ‘ France’s Day " was especially 
associated with 14th July—the National Féte day of France—the 
event was celebrated on varying dates to suit the convenience of 
different localities, thus greatly facilitating the work of the 
organisers and making it possible to establish a small permanent 
staff busily engaged throughout the year in organising, aided by 
a host of volunteers for the Day" in the cities, towns and 
districts throughout the kingdom. As the head office was already 
in direct touch with the movement overseas the organisation of 
“France’s Day” and the Dominions and Colonies was carried 
out by them, calling forth a wide response throughout the Empire 

In the years 1916 and 1917, the offices of “* France’s Day " 
were at No. 3, Knightsbridge, but for the year 1918 more space 
was required for the growing organisation, so the offices were 
removed, and the stores which had previously been in separate 
buildings were decentralized at 34, Wilton Place, S.W 
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In each year the ruling Lord Mayor of London has acted 

as Hon. Treasurer of ‘‘ France's Day "’ Fund- —(1916, Sir Charles 

C, Wakefield, Bart.; 1917, Sir William Henry Dunn, Bart. ; 

1918; Sir Charles Hanson, Bart.)—and early in November before 

leaving office, has handed a cheque representing the net collections 

for the year to H.E. Monsieur Paul Cambon, at the French 
Embassy. The following were the amounts 


1916 104,111 


£ 


1917 £190,349 16 


1918 368,030 0 


That such a large part of the work has been done for pure 
love of the cause, accounts for the extremely low proportion of 
the costs of “ France's Day ” compared with other international 
appeals, amounting in 1915, 1916 and 1917 to under 8 per cent. 
of the total. An approximate sum for 1918 is all that can yet 
be given. A great number of generous donations, including the 
gifts from overseas, from the British Red Cross Society and Order 
of St. John, the Scottish Branch of the British Red Cross and 
from other institut and individuals have greatly helped also 
towards this result, for the cost of Flag Days themselves, includ- 
ng trays, collecting boxes, favours, transit, advertising, etc., is 
not inconsiderable, and it must be remembered that these supplies 


re counted by thousands and by millions 


In 1918, ‘‘ France’s Day '’ was given added distinction by 
the visit of the band of the Zouave Regiment, which played before 
their Majesties at Buckingham Palace and also at Westminster 
Cathedral, in Trafalgar Square, at the Mansion House and as a 
curtain-raiser at Mr. George Robey’s great Coliseum matinee 
After being reviewed by Lieut.-General Sir Francis Lloyd on the 
Horse Guards Parade, the band went on a most successful tour 
n the North of England and Scotland. 


In the space available it is not possible to give a detailed 
account of how all this work has been carried on, nor to give 
ade mention of those who have rendered special service in 
such a stupendous task 


Mention must, however, be made of the help given by the 
British Farmers’ Red Cross Fund, under the Hon. Organiser, 
Mr. Herbert Brown, and his devoted staff. From this Fund the 
Joint War Committee voted a sum of £100,000 ear-marked for 
the Committee’s tuberculosis farm colony in France, and the staff 
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rendered great help, notably in 1918; in assisting the ‘ France’s 
Day" organisation with its appeal to the business community 
of the country. 

‘The successful results attained are full evidence of the skill 
of the organisers, the devotion of the workers and the generosity 
of the people of the Empire. The thanks of the French Nation 
has been gracefully and cordially conveyed by H.E. the French 
Ambassador in his reply to the Address of the Lord Mayor on 
the occasion of the presentation of the ‘ France’s Day "’ cheque 


each year, and the whole Press of France has joined in acclaiming 


these wonderfully generous tokens of sympathy from a great Ally 
Although in addition to the ‘ France's Day’ Fund the British 
Committee of the French Red Cross has received very generous 
support, yet, as the balance sheets will show, they have depended 
for carrying out their work to a great extent upon the proceeds of 
“ France’s Day,’’ and there are no bounds to their gratitude to all 
those who by their labours or by their generous gifts have bui 
up its success. They include in those expressions staff and 
helpers at ‘‘ France’s Day "’ headqu , the artists who have 
most skillfully designed emblems, posters and cartoons, the parent 
Red Cross Society with its branches in Scotland and the 
Dominions, the French Chamber of Commerce in London and 
the Chambers of Commerce in the cities and towns ughout 
the country, the Lord Mayor of London, the Mayors of f al 
cities and towns, the organisers and committees 

centres and the many people who have held garden fétes and 
other functions in support of the fund; the thousands of ladies 


who have given their time to the task of selling emblems, and, 


above all, to those whose generosity has caused money to flow 
in such great quantities to a fund for relieving the sufferings of 
innumerable brave men—to one and are heartily accorded the 


sincere thanks of the Committee. 
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APPENDIX II. 
HOSPITALS RECEIVING FINANCIAL 
HELP. 


Until. Monthly 
fra 


500 


per bed 
2700 


July 1917 


1000 
500 
Increased to 
1000 after 
Feb. 1918 
2000 
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APPENDIX III. 


Délégué Regional dela §,S,.B.3f., BEDS ENDOWED. 


Tours 
Hop. No. 222, Mentone 


Victoria Memorial Hop 


Hop. du Te 


§.8.B.M. Comité 


Orphéli 


Hop 
Hop. N 
Con 


NOTE.—Early in 1915 
thousand franes to the Preside 
Blessés Militaires (th Marqu 
spend it in surgical and x ray equip’ 
des Oiseaux, near Hyéres, wh 


officers 
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APPENDIX IV. 
LIST OF HOSPITALS, CANTEENS, Etc. Tolunvecr Hosp 
To which Helpers have been sent. an Si 


du-Nord 


Canteen 
Centre Radiologique 
Chateau de St. Rome 
Depot des Elop 
Hépital Complementai 
Depot de 

Depat 

De 


Wounded All : les prés Malun 
Hopital Auxiliaire v Seine et Marne) 
Hopital No. 220 c F z Seine Inf. 
Depot des Eclopés remont, Vosg 
Hopital No. 116 e z : mberlien, Ai 
Hépital Militaire No. 7 e 6 Ramborvilliers 
Hopital Massabielle 5 Ris-Orangis, Seine-et-Oise 
Depdt des Eclopés Royat, Puy-de-Déme 
Depdt des Eclopés e Eclopés Réméraville, Meurthe-ot-Moselle 
Foyer Restaura 
Depét des E 
Hopital Auxiliair 
Hépital No. 99 
Hopital d’Evacuation do Royaumont 
Hopital Auxiliaire No. 103 T z ¥ Aveyron 
Scottish Women's H 
Urgency Cases Hospit 
Ulster Volunteer Hospital Comple 
mentaire 36 
Hopital de Lamothe 


Venles-les-Re 2 Somme 
Hopital Aux s nay, Marne 
Ambulance Ax o le ri : Somme 


Depat des Eclopés ‘1 y Ariens, ; Somme 


National Surgical Dressin ital” Ape len Crave Santen s 


Société de Sécours aux Bh 
a Amiens, Somme 


Hépital Auxiliaire No. r 
6 d 6 Avize, Marne 
Hopital Anxiliaire SE ao. 


Comité Inter 
1 lly, Oise 


& 


Bussang, Vosges 
Bar-le-Duc, Meuse 


Biarritz, B. Pyreenes 


Hopital Auxiliaire N 


Depot des Eclopés Crézancy (Aisne 


Hopital de Passage nearneau, Finistére 
Hopital do l’Alliance Creil, Oise 
Sanatorium Maritime 
Hopital 

French Flag Nursing ( 
Hopital Auxili 
Hopital Irlandais 
Hopital Militaire No. 
Hopital Militaire No. Hopital Temp 


Champrosay, Seine-et-Oi 


Alpes Maritime 

Alpes Maritimes 

Alpes Maritimes 

Hépital Militair x Alpes Maritimes 

Alpes Maritimes 
Oise 


Foyer Rétrouvé 
Charente 


Hépital Auxiliaire 5 i 
Hopital F 


Canteen D: 
Hopit Pas de Calais 


pigny-sur-Marne, 

arg, Manche 
Cabourg, Calvados 
Puy de D6 
Charenton, Seine 
Crépy-en Valois, Oise 


Chiteauroux, Indre 


Pas de Calais 


de Ré 
Hopital D, 
Frascati Hopital Ni 
Auxiliairo 
Temporaire 
jes. Eclopés 
Auxiliaire No. 17 ( 
Hopital Auxiliaire No. 10 


Depdt des Eclopés Larqueiranne, 
Hopital No. 1 Caen, Calvados 


Blessés Militaires Céret, Pyrénd 


Dopdt des Ecl 
Hopital Auxilinire No. 18 
Hopital No. 2 f Mer, Alp t hambéry, Savoie 
Hopital Complementaire No. 46 : Chambéry, Savoi 
pital B. Auto-Chir. §.S.M.B Caen, Calvados 
Paris Alpes Maritim 
Depdt des Eclopé vs ‘anly, Oise 
Depdt des clog 5 de Sai mpagne-les-Bains 


Creil, Oise 
Crépy-en-Valois, 


Hopital Militair e 5 eieux, Vos: 
. de-Calais 


Depét des Eclopés 
Maritime 
Depdt des Eclopés 7 Oise 
Hopital Central Anglais i , ‘i re, Marne 
Groupe de la Serre Section d’Aut nes, Alpes Maritimes 
Calais, Pas-de-Ca 
Mello, 


Santé Carcassonne, Aude 


mobile de la Place 
Hopital Auxiliaire No, 111 


Cantine & la Gare 


F.A.N.Y 
Hopital 105 
Emergency Hospital 
St des Eclopés 
's Emergency Corps mpieg 
Service de Santé her 
Ambulance Chirurgical No. 1 ris 
Hopital de la Salpetriere Paris 
Hépital Auxiliaire No. 509 Paris 
Cantine de la Croix Verte Paris 
Hopital Beaujon Paris 
Canteen Provins, Se 
Cercle du Soldat 
Hépital Militaire Ne 
Tangye aris-Plage, Pas-de-Cala: 
Hopital No. 40 Paris-Plage, Pas-de-Cala 
Depot des Eclopés 


Hépital Janson de Sailly Pari 
Hopital Auxiliaire No. 137 Paris 

re de la Goutte de Café Paris 

ro de I'Abri des Blessé Paris-Plag 

pital Auxiliaire No. 252 Paris 

Hopital Auxiliaire No. 226 Paris 
Société des Sé Blessés Pau, Basses Py 
Ambulan Seine-et- Marne 
Depot des E 
Canteen 


Canteen 


Depbt des Eclopés a Fe Seine ot Marne 


Canteen , Seine 
Hopital 48 St. Mesmin 
Hopital Militaire Anglais moges, Hte, Vienne 
Hépital Militaire No. 130 bis ; Basses Pyrenees 
Hopital No. 27 

Depdt. des 

Hopital Anxiliaire N 

Hopital No. 189 

Depdt des Eclopé 

Hépital Bénévole No, 

Hopital Mixte 

Wounded Allies Hospital 

Hépital No. 117 

Wounded Allies Hospital 

Hopital Auxiliaire No. 55 

Depdt des E 

Hopital Auxili 50 

Cantine de la Malmaison 


rat 


, Oise 
Mondeville, Calvados 
Mentone, Alpes Maritimes 
Meudon, Seine-et-Oise 
Montauban, Tarn-et-Garonne 
Montauban, Tarn-et-Garonne 
Martouret, Dréme 


Meaux, Seine-et-Marne 


Alpes Maritimes 
Bouches-du-Rhéne 
Mourmelon-le-Petit, Marne 
Le Mesi er, Mar 
Monte Carle, Principauté de Monaco 
Montmirail, Marni 
MI Bouches-du-Rhéne 
M ny, Aub 
Marvejols, Loztre 
Menton es. Maritimes 
Monaco (Principauté de) 
Montimirail, Mar 
Maritimes 


Herault 
Maritimes 

Alpes Maritimes 

Hérault 


Maritimes 


ievre 


Vosges 
pes Maritimes 

Vilaine 

Ille-et-Vilaine 

Dinard, Ille-et-Vilaine 


Deauville, 
Drancy, 
Domrén 


Depdt des Eclop 
Dental Ambulance 
Lady Syke's Hospita 
Borden Turner He 
Hopital Anxiliai 
Hopital Bénéve 
Depot des Eclopés 
Les Corbiers 
Scottish Women’s Hos 
Scottish Women’s 
torium 

Ambulance Saint Paul 
Hépital Complémentaire guier, Cotes du N 
Depot des Toul, Meurthe-et-Mos 
Lady MeCal Le Tréport 

Le Tréy 

Tara 
Hopital No Le Trép 
Hopital Milita 0 
Lady Murray's Hospit Trép 
Depot des Eclopés 
Service de Santé 17 H 
Hopital Complémentair 
La Providenc 
Hopital A 14 
Mission Anglaise 
Hopital Auxiliaire N 
Depét des Eclopés 
Depbt des Eel 
Hopital Complémentair 
Hopital Temporaire N 

Ethiopian Hospital 
al Hotel Dieu sur-Sar 

Hopital Compléme N x, Eure 
Hopital No, 2 Jeanne D'Ar t Manch 


Inf 


Pas-de-Calais 


, Your 


pital Complémentaire No. 64 Didier, 
Dizier 
Armand-sur-Fr 
pital Auxilia: 5 ain d’ F 
Ma 


pital Compliment 
Depét des Fel 


American Hospit 
lance 
Société de Séc 
Hopital No. 56 
Hopital 'Temporaire Ne 
S.S.B. M 
Lady Mei 
De 
Hépital Militaire Bénévole N 
Depdt des Eclopés 
Hopital Anglaise Autonome 


Fund for tated Villages 
Agence d niers de Guerre 
Depot 

Vétéments du Prisonniers de Gue 


Service de Régim, 
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APPENDIX V. 


WAR HOSPITAL SUPPLY DEPOTS 


rom which Clothing, Dressings, etc. have been 

sent to France through the Director-General of 

Voluntary Organisations and the British Com- 
mittee of the French Red Cross. 


LONDON ¢ Gate Supply Depot 
Emer wich W.ELS.D 
h Amer ad W.HLS.D. 
Ww Li W.HLS.D. 
W.H.S.D. ati 
Workers 


Ke n W.HLS.D. 
League of the Empir 
Maryl s. Church Work 
Part 
Middlesex Regt. County Committee 
Munro (Hon. Lady) War Work 
Der 
Constitutional War Worker 
South Wales’ Clothing Di 
mittee 
(Lady) Work Party 
Order of St. John 
W.H.S.D. 
League Needlework and 
War Comforts Fund 
u's Gate Women's Wa 
Mary’s Sewing Guild 
1 Horse Guards European War 


ion W.H.S.D. 

am Common W.H.S.D. 

m Green Red Cross 
Lady) W 


Wandsworth v ing’s Voluntary Workers 
Volunta re . : ham Borongh Association 

West Ham Assoc : rd Depot 

West Norwood z 3% W.HLS.D nham County and City of 

Depot Work Pi . for Voluntary 

Westminster Supply Depdt 

Wimbledon War Work Depét 

Women's Emergency Corp B " H enham W.H.S.D 

Women’s Nat. Lib. Associatic ji 3 J ty han 

Women's War Dressings Ass 

Woolwich Royal Hubert He 

Wounded Allies Relief 
W.HS.D 


COUNTRY 


Tat " t k Depét 
Ab 


Aber \ \ , War Work Guild 
Abingdon Der War Fund Committee 
Adderbur, W.HLS.D. 
Albur War 
Albury 3 y . W.HLS.D. 
Aldershot W.ILS.D. 3 Party 
h ic on 
ies 
q Party 
d and Westmorl 
Dist. Volan, W 
> 
Aid S 
Ante W.HLS.D. 
Arnfield W.HLS.D. ‘ : W k BSD. 
Arundel Association ( 
Ascot W.H.S.D. 
Ashby-dela-Zouch Work Part 
Ayrshire County Associati 
h WHS.D 
Hosp. S 


W.H.S,D. 
V.HLS.D. 

I 

Work Part 


Dover and Dist. War Work Depét 
Droitwich W.H.S.D. 
Drumoness Women’s Work Par 
Dublin— Irish War Supply 
Royal College Sub 
Depét 
Dumbartonshire V.A.D. 
d 


Durham County Work Dep 
Durham W.H.S.D. 
bourne Red Cross W 
Eastbourne W.H.S.D. 
t Cowes W.HLS.D 
Grinstead Girl Guides 
ead War Work 


Lothian Work De 
tof Scotland Bra 

dinburgh B.R.C.S. 

Edinburgh W.H.S.D, 

l War Workers’ Assi 
Ellesmere War Needlework Guild 
Elstead Work Party 

War Hospital Supply Depét 
Emsworth W.H.S.D 

ndmoor War Work Party 
Epping W.HLS.D. 

Essex W.HLS.D, 
Eton W.HS.D, 

whurst. Work Party 
Exete a 
Exmouth Association 
Falmouth W.HLS.D 
Falmouth Studio W.H.S. Work 
Fareham 
Folkestone War W 
Ford Working I 
Forfarshire-Moni 

wey Women 
Freshwater W.H.S.D. 

Frimley, Camberley, and Yorktow 

War Work D. 
W.H.S.D 

ning Work Parti 
W.HS.D. 
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Glasgow W.HLS.D. 
Gloucester Voluntary 
Godalming W.W. Depé 


Goldsithn d Dist 


Friendly 
Yarmouth W.H-S.D. 
W.HS.D. 
ey Associat 
Idford W.H.S.D. 
Halifax W 


Volunt 
Hessle Ladies W.W 
Hexham W.HLS. a 
Hild ugh W 

Hindhead W.H.S.D. 
Hol 


i 

Need! 
Horsham W.HLS.D. 
Hounsl 


rth W.H.S.D. 
W.H.S.D 


untary Work Assn 
's Club 
s’ W.HS.D. 
bank’s Work Pty 
Work Party 


W.HLS.D. 
Bardsley’s Wk. Pi 
W.H.S.D. 
WAS.D. 
eds: W.HLS.D, 
Lady Mayoress' Com. 
Mayoress’ Equipment Fd. 
rd W.HLS.D. 
Buzzard W.H.S.D. 
W.HLS.D. 


Londonderry Ulster Sphagnum Moss 
iation 
Londonderry W.H.S.D, 
Loughborough W.H.S.D. 
Loughton W.HLS.D. 
Louth W.HLS.D. 
Lowestoft, W.H.S.D. 
s W.H.S.D. 
8 Red Cross Workrooms 
Associ 
ncham Work Party 
Maidenhead Surgical Dressing 
Society 


jot Central War 


Guild 
Red Cros 


Wells W.W.W, Assn 
r W.HLS.D, 
igh W.HLS.D. 
Work Fund 
Menmuir Depot 
Middlesborough Association 
Middlesex County Ass 
Midhurst, Woolbedi 
Midhurst. W.HLS.D. 
Minehead W.H.S.D. 
Monmouth Associati 
M. Lady) Depdt 
Montrose War Dressings Depét 
Moreton-in-Marsh W. Depdt 
Morley W.W 
Motherwell Association 
Nairn W.ILS.D 
Newark Association 
Newark Work Party 
Newbury and District Voluntary 
W.H.S.D. 
Sphagnum Moss Depé 
Work Party 
Kit Soty 
French Aust 


New York City British An 
War Relief Association 
w York City British An 
War Relief Fund 
Norfolk and Norwich W.HLS. 
Northallerton County Work 
Northampton Central Works 
Northants Asst LW 
North Berwick Ass 
North Riding Association 
North Warwick W.ELS.D. 
Northumberland W.H.S.D. 
Norwich W.H.S.D. 
Nottingham Associatic 
Nuneaton W.HLS.D, 
Olton and Dist. Work D 
Ongar W.HLS.D. 
Otford W.HLS.D. 
Oundle Central Work 
Oxford County A 
Pom Bra 
Penmacnmawr 
Party 
Penrith, Da 
Ponance W.H.S.D. 
Perth W. Dressin; 
Poterborough-Nort 
Petworth, Mrs. Pent 
Petworth Vol 
Petworth W.HLS.D. 
Potworth War Relief A 
Pewsey, Mrs. Butter’s Work 
Pillaton and St, Million W 
Plymouth W.H.S.D. 
Prestbury 
County Asso 
Preston, Queer 
Guild 
restwick Needlework Orga 
Purley W.H.S.D 


Queenstown War Work Fund 


Radnorshire (Llandrindod 
Association for Voluntary 

Reading W.H.S.D. 

Reigate W.HLS.D. 
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merican Renfrewshire 
Force Ass 
Rhuddlam W.H.S.D. 
Richmond W.H.S.D. 
D. Ross W.H.S.D. 
Dey Rochester As 
Rotherham 


V.W.AW.O, nV 


W.HLS.D. 
Andrews ( 


H 
Hi 
Ives W.HLS.D. 


Wells t W.HLS.D. 

Work athborough Work Pai 
Miss Lewis’ Work Pty 

n-Sea W.HLS.D 


Southsea, Mrs. Slade Baker's 
Supply Depét 
St. Alban’s Surgical Depét 
St. Marylebone W-H.S.D. 
Stafford Territorial Force Assn 
Stamford Needlework Guild 
Stevenage Red Cross Depot 
W.H.S.D. 
V.A.D. 


W.HLS.D 
W'Ab 


W.HS.D 

Women's Wa 

W.H.S.D. 

th W.HLS.D. 

ary W.HLS.D. 

Bois W-H.S.D 
Thornbury Work Patty 
Thorpe Bay Ladies’ Hosp. Aid Ass 
‘Thrapstone V.W. Association 
Tiverton Work Part 
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Torquay City Association 
Torquay W.HLS.D. 
Totnes W.H.S.D. 
Totteridge and Whetstone W.H.S.D. 
Truro W.HLS.D, 
Tullow W.HLS.D. 
Tunbridge Wells W.H.S.D. 
Upgate 
Wakefield Wom. W 
y Association 
zanisations 
on Needlewk: 
ngford W.H.S.D. 
Mrs. Adkin's Work Party 
age Crutch Works 
pital Dressing Em 
W.ILS.D. 
H.S.D. 
St. Mary's Guild 
igh, Mrs. Kitehin's 


West Hartlep, 
West Herts W.H.S.D. 
Westbury on Frym W.ILS.D. 
Waterham National Service Com, 
Weston-super-Mare Red Cros 
Wexford Voluntary Organisal 
Wexford W.HLS.D. 
Weybridge W. Depdt 
Weymouth Women Workers’ Guild 
Whitchurch (Bucks) District 
W.H.S.D. 
n Red Cros 
War Worke 
Central Clothing 
Mrs. Gilbey’s Wk 


Wa 

Windsor W.H.S.D. 

Winsford War Relief 

Wisbech and Walsoken W-HLS.D. 
Witham Red Cross Dept 


Wolverton, Mrs. Penny's Work Pty 
Woodford Womer p. Assn 
Woodhall, Spa W.H.S.D. 
Woolhampton Vol. Workers 

Worthing, St. George's Red Cross 


Wrotham W.H.S.D. 
Wye W.H.S.D. 


rol 


APPENDIX VI. 


ANGLO-FRENCH R 
SUB-COMMITTEE 


), Knightsbridge, 18th February, 1918, 
12.15 p.m. 
The Hon. Sir Arthur Stanley, G.B.1 
Right Hon. Evelyn Cecil, M.P 


. H, Mlingworth 


t Hon. Evelyn Cecil, seconded by Mr 
th, the Hon. Sir Arthur Stanley was elected 


read the following statement 


Autumn of 1914 the Anglo-French Certifi- 
the document of identity to be carried by 
king for the French sick and wounded 

he control of the Executive of the Anglo- 

the Joint War Committee of the 


of St. John, with offices at 


amn of 1914 2. The French Ambassador 
London Cor ee of the French Red Cross to 


Jeal with all Red Cross questions previously undertaken by the 


London C Union des Femmes de France, and by 
the staff of r Embassy The new Committee was 
domic <nightsbridge, with annexes at 3, Knightsbridge, 

Mews, and Paris Branch Office, 36 


1915 it was arranged between the Hon, 
Sir Arthur Stanley and Mr. D. H. Illingworth that the Anglo: 
French Certificate would be issued to the British personnel of the 
London Comm xr work in France, upon demand of the 
London Con ccompanied by the necessary particulars and 


copies 
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At the end of 1917, Seven thousand three hundred 
nine (7,309) Anglo-French Certificates had been issued. On 
November 23rd, 1917, the Hon. Sir Arthur Stanley asked 
Mr. Illingworth to call, and explaining that Mr. Geoffre 
Sawyer, who had acted as Secretary to the Anglo-French 


Committee was being transferred to the War Office, suggested 


hat it would be a convenient opportunity to transfer the work ane 
records of the Anglo-French Committee he offices of the 
London Committee. This proposal being accepted by the London 
Committee, Mrs. Keiro Watson was invited to undertake the post 
of Chief Matron at 9, Knightsbridge, but eventually ned. 


On the 1st January the name of the London Committee was 
altered to the British Committee of the French Red Cross 
On the 1st January, 1918, the new Anglo-French Certificate 


was issued, and on the same day the files and records of the 
Anglo-French Committee were transferred to 9, Knightsbridge 


It was arranged that the records of the Anglo-French 
Committee, added to those concerning the issue of Certificates te 
the personnel of the London Committee from its inception until 
the 31st December, 1917, and to the personnel of the British 
Committee from the 1st January, 1918, until its termination, 
should revert to the Joint War Committee of the British Red Cross 
Society and Order of St. John for safe custody and for reference 
as and when required in connection with any questions affecting 
either the Joint War Committee or the British Committee, or their 
personnel 


Mrs. Keiro Watson having written to the Nursing 


and lodged an objection with the Joint War Committee to the 


transfer of the records, which she said contained confidential 
documents, the Joint War Committee at their meetin the 8th 
January requested Sir Charles Russell to take Counsel's opinion 
‘on the question. At the meeting of the Joint War Committee on 
the sth February, 1918, Sir Charles Russell's letter of the 31st 
January, 1918, covering the opinion of Mr. H. M. Giveen, of 
anuary 26th, 1918, also the letter of the British Committee of 
the French Red Cross of the 4th February, 1918 were considered. 
The transfer of the duties and records of the Anglo-French Cor 
mittee to the British Committee was confirmed, and the f 

was decided upon of a Sub-Committee to take charge 
records, consisting of the Hon. Sir Arthur Stanley (Ch: 

the Executive Committee of the British Red Cross Society), 
Right Hon. Evelyn Cecil (Secretary-General of the Order of St 
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John of Jerusalem in England) and Mr. D. H. Ilingworth 
(Director-General of the British Committee of the French Red 
Cross). 

IxaucuraL Meerinc.—This arrangement being agreed to 
by the British Committee, it was proposed to hold this Inaugural 
Meeting at 9, Knightsbridge, on the 18th February, 1918, at 


»-French 
a, Knightsbridge 


statement stitution of the Anglo-French 


mmittes and is, hereby confirmed. 


h as Director-General of the British 
stody and arrangement of the 
dur pleasure of the Committee 
nis rescinded. 
f this Committee may be convened at any 


10 days" notice, by any one Member 


Resouveo that a Minute Book be kept, in which the Resolutions and 


Trangactions of the Committee be recorded. 


rs shall form a quorum 
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APPENDIX VII. 
FORMATIONS WITH WHICH THE BRITISH 
COMMITTEE OF THE FRENCH RED CROSS 

HAS BEEN ASSOCIATED. 


woke Po 
35 b 
Coret Hépit 
Martouret, Die (D 
valescents Milita 
Allies Hospital Benevolen 
(8.1), Hopital a 
Anglo-French Hospitals Committe 
Ist, 1918 
Are-en-Barrois (H.M.) Hoépita 
ton F S.W 
190 beds 
ertson May 
Dinan (Cote 
30 bec 
Australian Red Cross §: 
Berck Plage (P. 
British Ambulat 
British Red Cross So 
S.W. 
form 
British Farmers Red ( 
Bridge Flow 
Canadian Red Cross 
Carqueiranne, Sanatorium Bean Sol 
mund’s ‘Terrace 
Cherbourg, ital Gare Maritime 
urt, Heref 
Church Army, 55, Bryanston Square, W. Church 
—100 beds 
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Compiégne, Chateau de Fayei, Hépi 50 beds. 


and Wounded. Org: 
ton, Notte 


B. Hay. Malo-les 


Royal, Bois de Boul 
Lady Guern 


Square, 8.W 
Calais and St, Valery-sur- 
ablished and main. 


Weymouth Street, W 
Miss A. Ruth Fry, 91, 


Directric Mrs. 


Mrs, Borden-Turner 


Founded and directed by the 
Mile. A. Soubeiran, 172, Rue St. 


Hospital. Founded by Mr. and 
110 beds. 


Belle Plage. Directrice, Lady 
aro aux Hépitaux de 


Namur and Di 100 beds. 


ded by Anglo-French 
wards maintained by Mr. and Mrs. 
mbassy, Paris.—170 bed 
22 bis. Queen Victoria Memorial Hospital, Mont 
Boron. Chairman, Sir Henry Samuelson.—85 bi 
French American Homeopathic H Noni 
Founded by Dr. Haden G 100 beds. 


Paris Plage. Hépital Militaire 
Ris-Orangis ©.). Johnstone 
208 beds. 

Red Cross § 


, Hopital de 1 


SSA 
Ambulance Convoy, Grou 
tish Womens Hos mmittee, 2, St. Andrew 
Abbaye de Royaumont, S. Hopital 
Villers Cotterets Hospital (A 
Troyes Hospital (Aub 


jement x Ronge 


s Square 
Auxiliaire 


South African Ambulance 
Cannes, Ambulance Sud 
bis.—225 be 
Cannes, Villa Félicie 
Cannes, Refugees Home at Sunn; 
as the Ladies’ Home 


Bank, and officers V 


By Sundry Debtors 
By Cash at 


Malo (I. ot V.). Chitean St. Malo, Notre 
Hopital Complémentaire, N 
Bristol, Paramé. Maint Ambul 


tion and Mayoress of Ipsw 5 beds 


Ulster Volunteer Hospital. ‘Transferred 
Womens Unionist Council 
Sinclair.—100 beds. 


Voules-les-Roses (8. 


Hospital, and, later, to Hopital 
Directed and maintained by Miss 
bed 


Valery-en-Caux 


and Miss San 


Women's Hospital Corps, Paris, Hépital Aux 
100 beds 


Hotel Clarid 


The Condon Committee of the French Red Cross. 


ded Allies Relief Committee, 176, Cromwell Road, S.W 
ges, Hopital Militaire Anglais —2 
Lyon, Hopi 8, 249 bis. —300 beds. 
ransferred Feb 


General Fund Account. 


V'Alliance, Dieppe 
Women's Emergency Canteens for ie, hon. sec., 27, 
Upper Baker Street recreation rooms ‘n 
Paris and war 2 


dry Amounts held on Account of 
ed Fund! 


‘To Income and Expenditure Account. 


To Sundry Creditor; 
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